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a

fories and WorkePS -
the coming clash

by Ted Grant
Political perspectives in Blitatn cannot be understood exoept on

the background of the d.eveloprnent of world capitallsm. In the last quarte!
centurTr, in the main industrialised. countrieB, there has been an expanded
g?owth of tha econony. The so -calIed undeveloped. areas, foroerly colonial
or seBi-colonial, have fallen behind, capitalism in the present epoch h6s
aggra\rated. the contradicitions between the growth of the countries in the
I{est, includllg Japan, and the nuch elouer growth or even relative decline
of the underdeveloped countries. Thls period has also seen a etead,;r
increase ln porrer of the econ@y of the deforneal worker-Statesr Ching anclthe hreeien bloc.

-- Even though there has b6en a steady g?ovth of the econony in theI{est, despj-te Einor recessions (r snalL "frrp", the econ@y have beenplagued vith the itlnesg of Lnfl;tion. Conlinuatly rieini prices, partlydue to the enormous fictltlous capltal injected into the "Iorr*y ty irr"production and other means, have bedevtllitt the economy.

In ad.ition to a]|ns, there has been the injection artificially intothe vorld econonJr of d.o1lars, uithout a backing in the balance of payiente.At the satre tine, the enontrq.ur potentlal of woild econotrJr 
""a tfr" iol.ii-dlvislon of labour has been shorr| even if in a aigtorted fo;, ;t il-"--expansloa of the Iorld econouJr. ' The increase of vorld trade, palticularlybetueen the 

'ndustrial 
00wers-, hae given 

"rr-raa"a impetus to the devel.Fentof all the industri.alisea capitatfsi 
""o"*l"u]-

The8e factors iate:racting on one another, have given a boost totechnolo*r and invention, vhich In ita tu;-;J'nernt the developnent ofnov products and the intensive search ror-;err-i"uor"""" of rau lratelialsand nrlnera ls on aLI the contlnents. Th; ei;";r"ry of such resources irLtura has aaid.ed. to the expanslon process.

The growth of th€ econ@y ln its turar hae meant an rncreased porderfor the working cla6s in n,nbers and cor'r""iorr. 
-- 

rhe .emsnai for an increased.thale of the enoluous wealth they t""" teei prnodu cing r-g a fea ture of allthe capltallst countlie. 1n the ir'est. -fh;;;;" 
offensives in WesternEhrope, Japan and Amerlcan, are an indlcation of this tenaiency. Thus thebe&i.nning of the revor-ution tn r".""" ii ri"y"riia 
"ra trr" pi""-"".,oi"iio*ry
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situation in Italy are an ind.ication that the Srowth of the econoEy by no
means solves the p"oblem for the ruling class of relations between the
classes. The very exolosive d.evelouren b of the economy with all its effecls
acts as a stinulus to ciass. conflict.

NEIII Ct'lSS BATTLES
This eDoch has been one of preparing for neu cl'ash battles on the

part of a genemtion of workers, 'Jho have never experienced the defeats' and'

the oessj-misn induced by these defeatsr in the interwa! years'

Sritish inperialisn econmicallyl diplona ti' ca 11y' roilitarily' has

seen a slow decline j-n its world position in the last quarter century' IIad

it not been fot the above nention;d factors of worlcL econoric gror,tb and the

$orl-d econcnic upswing' this I''ould hsve resulted ln a catastrophe' Ih'
hitish Empire has u""" "ii"fy-ai""oi"r"s' 

The comonwearth' fron being a

source of resources and tribute has beco@e to s@e extent a bulden on Britain'
As a [arket, it fras grown mo"" "fo"ly 

than-the industrialised countries

at aqy rate in tne ex-coi"iiii ""i "trdiat 
sectione ' The o1d c@monwea rth

has looked towards Anerica ra thern than Eitai-n' to a geat extentt aa an

econonic and military d;;";;:- Caneda hss become almost a provinie of the

United States and New z""itia t"a lrr"t'it1it and South Africa show the same

process et a slower pu""l--"n ""-trre 
aenanas 

"rra 
ullra".," of the old D@inions

and the New, begin to o:tweigh; the colllrectj'ons of the past'

In the ?astr Brltish capitalistt of course' alwalrs ]ooked towards

E\rrope, but alwavs 'iti"iil'^pJritv-ti. 
tn". Baralce of Pover' This has no!'

been shattered, by history'- 'iritlin has been ;'edrrced to iust one ol the

hrroDean laiddre Dowers ' ""tt'"''i"- tnance and wt"t c'":many' in contrast to

the enormous continentiai "";'";-;;";;; 
of AT.eTi., and Russia' The

DersDective or tne aeveil;:;;';;";-;ighiv ct'in;-aiitne-corossar deveropment

economicarlv of Japan, ;#;;; ]"""'t'It"it ti'" p'o"""" of the reduction of

s"iil"ll Powlr in the vorld'

BRITAIN'S SLOW GROWTH

At the same tire' of all the big-oove"6' Britainls growth rate has

teen the lowest' rr''i"'i'I"-""'t 
-a 

etelay att"]'tit" of power in comparison

with her rivals. N't ";i; i]'""'-o"i '";:-t"*All'rmir::tillitTl lil;;;'*;;";- 
" "d 

rt" 1{ 
-" ::.";:*'li:' :};H;:il"" ;'j: ii"ii"" i* i""a- tt'"

tain Sritj"sh DDweI bY el

resources of British lJli;;i;";-;n th; rast 
-quarter 

centur-v' r:rV€r! eor

this excenditure rra s oelil ii-""o""ait*" in effect or' scrap'

It is this changed position of Sritish, capitariso "\l:h 
h": 

'
d.ictated as a ]ast o"='Xilt5"ii"iw'-t'o-attempt 

-to Lnter the riic' uomrng

rate' it is a d'erusion 
'li: r"'-ii"i' ttpe' ia rism iLt *'tt"v will sorve thei!
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problelrs thereby. rt is a naked calcuration in x0ateriar gain that dictates
the policies of 811 the Po\,rers. As far as Britain is concerned, she hasto barance up the loss anti the gains of entering the xEC. on the one hand.,for the great conbi.nes of chenicals, eLectronics, engineering, motor manu_
f19tur9rsr.. the market of nearly 50 miltion people in the Briiistr lslands
\Jlare 1s,1n realLty, an append.age ), is too small. Consequentllr, they haveto find a greater market if they are to expand at the naiimr:n il-it Lr trr"i,capacity. Srltar.n has an advantage 1n scienti.fic reeearch and. d.evelopnent,her expend.iture alone being equal io two thi.rds of that of the six com.rooni,trarket countrieg. ft is in the alevelopnent of these techicues 5hat shelags behind. The ru11ng clique hopes iirrt "itn-lir"-"il-;i;" ;;;;";single Darket encl0sed 1n its -o,nn t"":-rr "rri", there w:-r1 be an incentive toinvest and thu8 a g?eater grovth of tUe econmy.

. -. . Tl" disadvantages lle in the coEmon agrlcuLtuml policy vhich vorLdab:li:l the- advantag€ of generations of cheap"iod. In its turn, it wi11cut off markets in the olti Doinions 
""a 1f.,"'f3". Deprived of the Britisnnarkets for food' thev in their turzr 
""r:-a ioot'elgevhere for the exchangeof msnufactured and clpitar.goods, *a ri".-iiitaln would be d.eprived of

ffij;:l.rr"n.r". rhus vhetier t["y--""ili-oi'not stj.t1 renoains 1n rhe 
]

The inevitable increase in pri.ces of food and. other necessj-ties,I}1l :l!"y would nean, youlrl stinuiat" ;";; :increasee on the part or tne woii-ii!-;;";":, %trjfi"*ffi;l"rf.;Jif"r"o""n"an i.ncreasing mood. of resistance ;;i;;-;;;t of the uorkers. on the otherhand., the inflation cont:nye: i" r":.iri"'I" "in 
oth"r_ 

"o.rotries, with steadyr-ncreases in prices. unabated. td;;;;il; out of the Connon l,Iarke t
:1$;iil'lH ll",X:'liff;":i"';l',';llf"*ji=, wrr: re entrv oi 1l"""ti,""
courd not solve these problems either. ryr sections or the monopolies,

CONSERVATIVE VICTORY

,"""tio,,rli r:t;g"":"lll.!:"":"3ttyes in the ceneral Election vas ay:1:: t|" at"""t -i"'""#i:":;i:; 
ff:r*:ri"T,"ernx0ent i policies 

"iolt"ahcr€asj.ng taxea, v/hile 
",, 

i", ii3. -"I'iI: ": tn lne city. ?he burdens .,rrhe whittrins away or "^3b-"iaiJi'*-;;;-ir#"#lt 

ttt'' ?he burdens lr'
pr].cesforschoo1mea1sT,partsoi''."""ii""","3;:3i#;ry'
?:l_lt"oT"" ;;ii"-;;i; ii: :i:ffi f:"rl;iiTl yescriorions f 

-- iil"irices
r.ncree sed, were a u indications ri 

-ilri" -"ipit,lifii"Xrt"r"rll"f; 
:i.::f

,r*"rr"of,l,llil;,'rtli" tli. constant pre-occupat ion with the ba lance or
"apit"t:."rl 

----rtii"'f;;":11 indicatlons of the :jrrj:*,:::;,**i#HT#*1,1._uitT:ii,*ff qiilii*lh
3.



effected. because of her now p:ny ueightl in cmparison with the past' i-n

world affairs. she is a lesser power and has dropped frcfil third posj-tion

to fifth in her lndustrial output and capacj'ty' tr?ance is nou uithin
cha lleng:ing dlstance.

This explains the feverish preoccupatj'on with the balance of payoents'

the deflcit in the balanc"- of p.y'u"t" in ]'ts turn is caused by the conpet-

ltion in manufactured goods on-*itaints h@e noarkett vhere despite the

second highest tariffs ii-ti,"- '*ia - Americats are the highest - hitain
i" oit"" defeated in price by her nain rivals'

All these factors are a demonst'ation of the fact that Britaia has

been pushed dorrn to the 1eve1 of the lesser po'"'" ' It is on this backgroltnd

that developments after the Genelal Election mrst be vieved' fhe Tory

prog?amtrer leaving ""iae 
"ii"-i"'"gory atout -rrices' oan be coropressed into

that of ,rd.ealing,, ,itf, tfr"--Unio"s"a d lowering taxes on companies ' corpor-

ations and the ri-ch'

,DELI BERATE GOVERNMENT'

,,Tlhe Banker'rr i oulna 1 of finance capital' ccmnen ting in its JuIy

issue on the conserrat';;5t";;";f"io"v''a""ii""at "He (Eeath) h'as been

siven I roantr.ate to "'""11"=ii!"i"i"i"'tii'i'::=*it;:::r:: :H 13"1":il'Ye3rsr

H"i::1"ru;;*m*h'ffi :!ii,:Ii:"$i';'-*#;:1;"il:;t'":#:,.
xiltsL#{'*'xl{' llti,=:!fii1,'i"?'li3';i' ;;il";;'io resroup' poor

ilt"orr rerat:'ons, a 1ov 8a trings ra!1o" "

Ihis, of corrse' $'as the real meanins'i: l1:"::y'"''"ou"'ry;;"":o'n"'"

H"::; r'#;ii1;q1in"n:if !::i51l?it","tt':r;:ili+?ix-Hhr""
H;;; iire rirst mass noritical protest srrr

ii.:;;;;,; ;"'k"'? :. . .^l'"""*;'.* ::."[:fl :t::
provoke a stol3 r'ithin tne rtr uoLra aeE -'- 

- , --nholrlw resulted

di#**r*rr*r

;*r*tiiu**s*[##*** 
-

iH"E:l#' '$:iii::



caDitalist Dress has cautiously c@plained. In the lightnindedness and
inaction of the bourgeois leaders are 

"eflected 
the decay of capitalism

i.tself . tr'or fifty years, they have suffered one staggering reverse of
fortune after another, i.n a nonotonous and. gloony decline. The nituit
aristocrat Home ls followed by the nit'rrit uDstart Eeath. Ttre leaders of
the bourgeoisie, in this period., Ieflect the i-Epasse of the systen.

The only sections of the plograDme of the Tories which are intended
seri-ouely, are those vhich intend to sut down on the expenditure of the
nationalised industries. Ttre Tories intended to hold doun the price increases
of the nationallsed sector for the benefit in the main, of Big hrsiness, the
Eein consuners of t?ansport, electricity, gas and fue1, girring only a narginal
benefit to the intiividual consuner and. housewife. Even in this, it ig
do:btfU1 uhether they can succeed ln earrying it through to a conclusion.
ac far aB the prices of genera r comodities are concerzred, they have d.ecid.ed.to do nothing. Thus, those houseuives uho were tleceived into vot ing forthe Tories on the issue of rising prices rrilI be the hardest hit bv ihepolicies of the goverruoent. The defeat of the Iabo'rr party in ttr"e eiection
can be partially exolained by the overweening confidence of the Ia bour leaders,t{ho in statesmanlike fashion, hardty put foriard any poricies - ret alonesocialist policies - in ord.er to prLvoke the necessary enthusiastr anaiconfidence of the rank and fi1e. fhe defeat was nore of a setback or asecondary ilefeat, rathe! than a debacle. rt is due in the main to theapathy and abstention of the more politicaDy backuard layers,

In the Generel Election, the Conservatlves galned l)rlO6r)6J votes;Iabour got 12114r,6?6 and the Liberale zrLogrzig. -rhe welsrr ana- s6ottistrNationalists, C.P. and vari,rus freak candidates received a total of 9OO.4Z),The con.ervative vote rose by 1.5oo,ooo and Iabourrg feLr by qoo,ooo. rherevaa a 12,.1. turnout in cornrarilon "iti a Zili/" t rtort at the last etection.Iabrmr|s vote fe1I in slite of the lncrea"Le eiectorate and. the fact thatyorth of 18 voted for the flrst titre.

fhe orpnised irorkers ale not at a1I denoraliseii by the politicaldefeat' 
-fhey have turned their attention iolrre inaustriir rrorri-"r,a-tn"strrggle _for higher wages and better conditions. fhis x0iiit€ni';o;;;"already d.eveloped out of d lslllusi,onment rith the poricieB of the IabourGovernment. Ihe measures which the Torleg have projected. for the futurecan only strengthen this Eood. [he Jerenia of tie iories 

""-tir"-q"""ii*of strikes will roerery provoke even bigger strikes on the part of all sectionsof the vorkinq class.

fhc daands of the tlansport yorkers, of the ninare. rai.lwavmenthe enginecrs and p'b1ic cnploycce of arqythi.ng i"i, UZ,'i"-1"";-3;i;;;"""""are an attempt to nake up for the rost viges due to tue prices aid':.""&""policy. The aiock strike was intended. to-mark a stand o" trr" p"rt -i-il.goverru[ent. The conferedelation of 3litish rndustry and the Gorr""nnentitself announced that the econony and the country courd not stanal fulther
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'rwage i-nflat j-on", i.e, an increase in the share of the wealth prod'uced' by

the workersr or an atteitrnt to catch up on the steadily increasing prices'

Retail prices are steadiiy risixg' They rose H/' i' tt" ^tiTst 
seven

nonths of this year according to itre orticial j'nd'ex which is artificially
weighted not to show the exrEnt of prlce rj-ses. Ihe polsoned arguroent of

the capitalist press tlLa t inoreased wetes causo increased prices is falsified
bv the admission of the ii"u".i":. p=""I - not read. by the workers - that
;r.;il";il-;"[ "iirJ i"rirtion ur" hav-ins their effect in sritain. It is

""i-i"i"""i ti"; ;h;"" wag€s but wages that chase prices!

The politically illiterate and savage i ournal of the right wing

Tories, The Econonist, *""-""'"""f in€ for a6tion and a fi:m gtand to vrithstand

the dockers I clai-Dr even at the cost of a Long strike' This' for the

purpose "rour encourau"" i"""""ti""; (-to 
""""Itage 

the others).as a lesgon

to the other sections of ihe working c1'""' .fn.more decorous-tenos' the

!,inancial Times and the til"" "ait"ilalised 
inthe sane vein' fhe actuaf

stri"ke of the dockers *"G:""i ta 'oith a"t:-gttt by l'he -Econglrist -. -lt:"tl{:':t
on the balance of pa)ments*was considered' secondary' from the.poinl :1^ 

vr-ew

oi ifr"". n:1ing clasl "pok"*"'-t, 
to that of teachi'ng the working grass- 8

lessonr and. thus heloing safeguard an increased' share of the profits for
the ruling c1ass. fnus 'e iee it i-s not the i country t and' i-ts interests
that dictate tfre ooficies oi tht"" loud'-nouthed relresentatives of the

""iitiii"t", 
but the naked and' selfish interests of ca:lital'

Ttre EconoBist greeted with screams of pain the mi'nor concessions

to tt'," affi#ffi";;;;;; ti-iy'" ti"'"'" o" th"i" wages' (of c'urse'
ifri" ,r" a mejor "concession" j-n conn'rison with the iast guidelines of

it/, ri"i"" "" 
"ii- 

trr" p"i""" and. rncomes rolicv)'

CAPIIAL,ST BEIBEAr
1,1r. Uichael Nobel, President of the Board of Trade, at Cunrbernsuld

on 2lstAugpstl glooroily saitl that 'lBlitain was not in a period of slump but
,.e lrere ""ry ^r"i, 

on tile borderline'r. He declared that nunber one priority
to be the "turbing of inflationt' even before sclving the problem of economic
growth'! .

$re.@.qfor2IstA.f,8ustpoints.outeditoria11y:|ltaking
a hatf-yeart]-66ifrilson-l-of industrial production) the rise in the first
half of 1970 as against the second. half of last year has been less than
*rt per cenl ..'. Even ( corslmer spending increase) is unlikely to bring the
rate at which output is rising quj.ckly into line uith the underlying ::ate
of increase in productive eapaci.ty even if the latter is nol., someuhat less
than has been widely asgumed. " Ihus even the nisemble increase in
productive cspacity cannot be uti,llsed because it rvould not help to increase
the profits of the capitalists. Capitalists are not interested in pro-
ducing goods because they are wanted but only for the I}u4roso of lncleasing

6.



the mass of Drofits in rel.tion to the cari-tal lald out.

The TllC and the labour lead.ershio, pointlng out the slack capacity
which is not utillsed, are making the mistake of asking capitalists, their
Goverr:ment and systen, to do things,.rhich. are not possj-ble. The contI?d-
iction of want and. low wages, anid the possibilities of nlenty, are res:ltr,
and causes of the problen of the naxitrisation of profj-t under capitalisn,
which is interested in thi-s and not naximun plod.uction.

The nood of the working class to oppose attempts to cut living stan-
d.ard.s or even to prevent improvements in the etandard of lirring is alnost
universal throughout the industriallsed capitalist countries. The working
class in Britain is not prepared to tolerate a disguised '/ersion of a
Prices and. lncomes Policy frorn the Conservative Covernsent.

Ihe tr'inancial Times of 25th August presents the dilemma of the
Goverrment editoriallys iiThe choice is in easence a simple one. The

Coverlment can either accept the argrment of the National fnstitute
(Economic Review) that there is little the Goverment can do about inflation
one way or the other and that itr therefore, night iust as well leflate" If
,incoaes policy does not arrest the rise in Sritish costs relative to those
of our Dain coBpetitors' then sooner or later the exchange rate must take
the strain.'r

The Government ts alterrrative to this spectre of a new devaluation,
before adopti-ng any new trstimulus'r to the economy was first: 'rl'Ie uould
have to gpt to grips with wage inflation". It then argues on the National
Institute premises that inflati,on and devaluation rrcould i-n time become a

vicious circler wj.th one triSgering off the other in turn. But the real
algtment against accepting inflation is a much more fundamental one. fnfla -
tion even at the lresent rate, sets up consialerable soclal, and therefore
poLitical, strains. If the 1€te were to acceLerate these strains would
becorne all the greater. "

Neithe! inflation' meaning steadily ri si-ng prices' nor deflati'on
meaning depressing standards and }eading to even higher unenploymentr serve
the interests of the wo?king c1ass. \,ihat then of the otesent inpasse
combining both deflation and infletion'l Such is the result of so-ca1le'l
rrplarmed capitalisdr in America and Britain. All the high-f1own theories
*lri"h "r"re supposed. to have solved the D oblems of capitalism and explained
the post-war econcmic upswing are sho\rn in all their bankauptcy. (In the
next issue we r.r111 deal with these questions).

In the first seven nonths of ].9?O' oore than a roi1lions $orkers were

on strike, about 1 ln 2J of the labour force. t'lds is the largeot nl:mbe:r

since official statistics began in 1"94? ' The nutrber of working tlays lost
amounted to 6.05 mil1ion. ?hls is double the number of days lost during
the'same period last year. As things ard develo9ing 1970 could recorl the
highest nunber of lndustrial conflicts since the General Stri.ke. The Gover'n-

ment and the emD1o"-ers are set on a collisicn courae uith the Trade Union and
?.



Isbour Moveroent " Because of the conplete incapacity of the employerst and

the virtual stagnation of the econoay, not enough has been invested to put
Sritish capitalisn ln a strong positj-on in relation to her conpetitors'
Devaluation, an indirect attack on standards of living, gave than a breathing
space which has not been usetl tc aetool. Now the workers are not prepareil
to accept passively attacks on thei" standarai of living, or to accept the
contimration of their present standard.s. Meanwhile, the Government, uhile
not even pretending to Ii-nit p?icesr has denanded a virtual standstill on
rhighr wages increases. they ira ve tlaskeal[ the chairoen of nationaliged
tnaistrieJ to resist "inflatltnary'r wage increases. They have {askelrr

priv8te emDloyers to do the saroe - of course, in effect the nessage the
emlloyers t'ordered't to be given to then.

As the Dailv B(])rele of 2Sth August uuts it: 'rsilce the unions have

nade it clear that they vill fight any j.nterference in wage

roines, raiLweys and 1oca1 govenuent serv-icas coulal all be d
the year 1g out. il

fhe TtiC reflecting th€ pressures of the vorking clasat as shoun by
the eLection of left-win8 leaders in the axF and T&Gl,lu, has announced. 

" 
in the

ni1d. words of Vic Feathei, TUC G"rre"rl Secretary, that the C,overnment ts effot'ts
to contrgl wag€ rj-ses were "a misguided and dangerous course of 

"911o1"'According to ihe Financial Times ot ??th August, "members of the TUC General
Council f,".,r. c1.ai$-i6flt-I-ided how best to react to the Goveragent rs

imprecise ialeas on wages, and accordingly are not pressing forward to a

p""*"tor" confrontation .... tte desire not to sliale into a ma i or 
-w-i-'le 

-
iang:ing battle was voice6 especially by Sir Fbed Ilaytlay, of the C&MlrlII, who

stressed that the TUC should not start on a path which could lead to a

repetition of the 1926 General Striketr.

Thus the right-win8er leader tri.eti to scare the Tuc with the apparj.tion
of the titanic battLes of ihe past. 3y tlying to be concj,liatory and pLacate

the TolTr Govertnent, they merely eBbolden j-t and increase its obstin8cy'

The only thlng holding the enployers and their Governuent baok is the
fear of the consequ€nces of soci.al conflict and its effect on thej.r position
both at home and. in the world. The gublicists of the 1aling class are
wa raring them of the consequences and adv-ising restraint and coraprise ' Deal-
ing with the inactivity of the Governmentl the political editor of the
tr'inancial rimes ETites: rran afl-out attenpt at iunion-bashingr would slmply
produce mole probLems than it would solverr.

The lo1lcy of the Governnent is not "nisgr:id-ed'r but dlctated by the
interests of the Lmployers and the present d.ifficulties of Sritish capltali.sm.
The only thirg that wrnld hold then back' at least for a perioalr is if they
saw thai it rould cost the ca1italists nole than they would save by the strike
struggles and their effeet on the economy. [he lack of resolution of the
I'IIC can only lead to the employers and the Govennment believing they can

'ideall hrith the r,rorkers with the ninimun of il,aBa8€ to the capitali-sts I intelests.

bargainingt
isr:ulted. before
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Soinefessness always stiffens the resistance of the employers. If
the Government and. their llrblicists and tooLs in the Press and. rnasg rnedi,a
are hesitatingr it is becuage of the nilitant unco&promising attitude of the
rank and fiIe. Despite all manourres and the threats to take action against
'rwildcatl strikee by legislation, it is this mood which is being reflected.
in the attitude of the union leaalerships, including that of the Gd{,{WU.

Since the Second lJorld 1^/a r, lrhen it caoe to the issue of a rrshowndownrl

vhich would nean a conflontation between the classes, the ruling class
xepresentatives in the goverrnnent preferred. to retreat. Under Churchill,
Eden and Macnillan, faced with shattering industrial struggles lrhich would
have exacerbated class relations and weakened the positj-on of British capital-
ism abroad.r they preferrerl to give incleases. fhis they could afford to do,
even with Britainls slow g?owth, because of the tlevelopnent and expansion
of world. econotry and world. trad.e. Thusr at each stage, the ruling classes
preferred. to put off the decisi.ons and the grr.relling stnlggle to the norrow.

Eowever, the goverruoent, under pressuro of 319 B:sl-ness, has
dutifully raised the questior of a showdown rith the workers. Meeting with
the chai:men of the nationalised industries, Sarbe!, the new Chancellor of
the Exchequerl I offered.I fu11 support to their r€sistance to i-nflationary
rya ge ilcreases even at the erpense of national strikes. tfurnraoaed r by the
Chancellor, the CBI solemnly ag?eed to make the same recorDmenaiations to
private lndustqr.

coffers
servant
Iat ter,
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It is for this that Big Ersiness piles up its contributi-ons to the
of the Tory Party. fhere is only one shadow on this come y of the
'tinstrrrctingrr his master, of course, not in the interests of the
but "of the nationr', and that is the attituAe of the working class
organisations. At the ti.nel when he was aoeaking the strike which
lasted. five weeks, of four thousand. building workers on the Shell
Qr.esmere Port was taking rlace.

They reftrsed the offer of 1s6d. per hour increase or g3 Der week or
nore, demanding 3s5a. Ihis is a slmptom of the nood of the organised
workers, and of the difficulties of operating an unwritten lestraint on the
wages of the workers. ParticularJ-y as after the Tollest coroing to tower,
pri.ces have continued to increase faster than before. In the pastr the
caDitalist cLess could retreat as a lesser evi,I, because of the upgrowth of
the economJr - though this lras shockingly low in comparlson with its rivals.
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Etre grose dcnestic product rose by only $, between the first quarters
of 1969 and 1970, according to the calculations of the l,Tational Institute
Econmic Review of l{ay, L97O.

PILKINGTON STRIKE
Nevertheles8, this lncrease uas sufficient to al}ow concessions to

the stlonge! sectiona and. the highly organised. fut in the last fel, years,
the revolt of the 1ow paid. uolkers has reached the stage of increasingly
bltter struggles antl strikes. The Btrlke at Pil-kington glassvorks, which
is the flrst inportant one involwing all ite glas6 factories, was slmpto-
matic of this. It l,as the first strike at the St. Eelents glassworks for
fifty years. It lnvoIv.al the right ring Iaborr town of St. Helens, and the
G&},fl^tU. (Partly Jwing to the intervention of a tend.ency vhich the workers
referred to as harring 'rsccialist neasle8rrl in dubbing the G&]4V/[I as a rtscab
union'r, thcy cond.uced to the fo:mation of an indepedent union of Glasswo"kerst
thus trag"ically separating sectloas of the niu-tant workers from the more
politically and lndustrlally backward elements. ) tiris played into the hands
of the G6 lfi, Ieadershlp, r{hich, of course uas reaponsitle for the situation,
by lts bureauo:atic nishandling and renoteness fron the rank and fi1e. The
split and the strike whlch follotred helpett the euployers and the Gdd'tWU

bureaucracy to cn-rsh oplos1tion. Ihe bureaucrat s outoanoeuvered the
dissidents by carrfing through some refoms in the organisation of the
worker:s in the plants, The attituale of the uLtra-1efts has helped j,n
provoki-ng the tempora:y alemorElisation of the workers.

It is no accident that after the experience of P[ lki-ngtons, the Tories
have announced that in their lrojected anti-union legislation, they will nake
prouision for split unions and. for the "Ridlt" of workers to decide by bal:lot
what proportions should be represented by different "unions". They understand.
the weakeni.ng and d.emoralising effect that split unlons have on the organisa-
tions of the workers. Undoubtedly, had the Eilitants stayed insi.de the
GditlWU, they would have been elected as shop stewards and controlled the neu
union branches vhich had been set up. )

There have be€n strj-kes of the dustnen, teachers, and other sections
in recent roonths. The working cl-ass have remained firrly comli,tted to the
unions, even uhere theae unions have been bureauclatically run. In the
recent period, the seanenrs union has trangfoaned itself from a semi-company
rrnion into one nore responslve to the pressures and d.emand s of the rank and
file. This is the nost d.r€matic expr€ssion of the process. The move to
the left in the AEE and. the T&GI.III are indications of the same process. fhe
radicalisation of the white collar unions is another sign of these deveLop-
ments. The process wi.Il continue and even be intensified in the comingyear. There vere 11021 industri.al disputes in 7969 as compa"ed vittt 2r)78
in 1958. The n:rnber of rvorkers on strike was 115191600 (including 22?,OAO
ind.irectly i.nvolved ) compared with 2,2Jl OOO in 1958 (including 18,rOOO
i.ndirectly involved ). But the 1958 figure includes 1,5oorooo in the one



In the ]958-69 financial year, Australia lost 1.! rnillion working
days in strikes. Thls was dorble the prerrious year, and that was almost
double the year before that. Even the Elnancial Tj.nes (28th Aueust, 19?O)
re(aarks that this year wi.Il be a record. 25010O0 Australian workers stlu.ck
as a denonstration against the vicious budget which gave millions to the
upper incooe brackets in lesser taxes and pennies to the workers, while
steeply increasing taxes on hardnare sDods such as ca!s, fridges, transistors,
kitchenarer etc. Cirril servants have uorked to rule , and there have been
strikes of oilworkers, nil}qnen, teachers, brewery $orkers, container depot
vorkers, elect"1c1ty vorkers in Melborrtre, gas workers in Brisbane, airline
neintenance men, and even nurseE, in Canberra. Eost of these have been 1ocal
strikeB trut they indicate the trend. There have been strikes against infla-
tion, or to put it in n:d.e language, steadily rising prices.

[tle bitterrress and resentnent of the nrling class at the streng:th
of the unions was shorn by the campaigxl of all the mass media for anti--trad.e
union leglslatj-on. But bitterness has to be tempered with realism if it is
not to leaii to dieastro.ls conflicts. The CtsI has not wholeheartedly welconed
the commitment of the Tory Oovernment to anti-union legislation. In meetings
with the Minister, d.elegations of this body have actually asked. for a Hatering
dovn of anti-union legislati.onl And not at all from kind hearted.ness or
philanthropy do these narowminded and faithful mernbers and representatives
of Big Businegs take this action.

Their main pre-occupation j.s to ain at the firnds of the unionsr to
try antl frighten the bureaucrats of theee unions into docil-ityr at the same
tine, tr-vin61 to ennesh the unions in the state nachinery of arbitratlon and
other rconciliatorvr machinery.

The threats of the CBI and of the Goverment to the uni-cins have
met with a scectical echo from the financial pless. The tr'inancial Times of
19th Augrrst has some very interesting material on the negotiations betveen
the T&Gl,^l and the giant oil and smaller o11 distribr:tlon @noanies in relation
to the wagps of the lorry fuivers of these concems. It sourly comments
on the fact that the enployers were forced to gzant r in fullr tt.e ))s+Tage
increase denand of the workers. This, the Fi-nancial Times felt
the strength of the T&GL(J and, i-n partio:1ar, the ehop steuards.

, showed.

11.

day engineeri.ng strike, fn te::ns of days lost, the increase was significantly
g?eater, rising fronr 41690,000 in 1958 to 6r?721000 in 1969. This does not
include the a?utoxiaately quarter mllllon in 1969 lrho struck in protest
agtsinst the nrojected anti-trade union 1aws. The fi.gures for 1970 bid to
exceed the figures for 1969.

The battles of the Australian workers at the Dresent ti.rne are an
ind.ication of the lrocess. Not dismayed at the election of a Tory Govern-
ment, they swelt aside anti-trade union legislation and engaged in militant
stri-kes. They are demandi-ng their share of the expanded plofits of the

^ustraLian 
inalus trial boom.



These negoti.at j,ons, a6 the Financial Times wryly renarks, were taking
!1ace at the very tine that the CBI anil the Government were issuing theiT
tlour warnings on the effects of uage inflation, and. the necessity of
absolute resistance !

Ihe real tenor of the Governnent and rhe reactions of the vorkers
to it, are shown in relation to the question of establishing a second. line
of air transport, apart from the State concerns BtrA, and 30AC. BUA, lrhich l,as
preparlng to sel1 out to BoAC, as it was virtually banl(]l1lpt, has nq, Been
the 11cht and is trying to merge insteaii with Caledonian Ai:vays. Thls is
to be a reminder of the advantages of private (un ) -enterprise.

As a blessing tothis Earriag€, the Tory Governnent uants to hand. over
air routes whi.ch would bring €7 nillion a year -orof 

j.t to the new airline at
the expense of the State airl,i.nes. Even the chaimen of 3EA and 30AC alespite
their increases of €2r500 a year, have nrotested strenuously at this racket.
Naturally, the 'tprogressive" press, such as the obselver, has enthusiastica 11y
welconed this suggestion. None of the nass ned.ia have explai,ned. the repuLsive
character of the suggestion that the State hand over a new r'license to print
noney", to nonopoly concerns, uithout these hsving sDent a penny of money,
or forethought, to the d.evelopnent of such routes, which vere ?reated at
great cost by the State airlines.

This pleasant transaction, as was to be expected., has hardly been
aet lrith enthusiasn by the vorkers at the airports. fhe workers at Eeathrow,
Irlanchester, olasgow, Catwick and othe" areas, have responded. indignantly by
d.eclaring that they not torch any of the ai"craft of such a line, and will
have it blacked by their brother unionists in al1 the airportsof the uorldl
They demantled. that tbe original BUA-BOAC merger gp through.

STORMS AHEAD

Thus, whatever d.irection the rulers loolq the prospect is that of
stormy political teathe". Any attempt by the Goverrunent to carry through
their policy would provoke the biggest ind.ust"ial storn of the postwar epoch..
Yet in this weather, they have at the head, Eeath, who nay be good at sai-ling
sna11 crafts, but hardly has the stanina and the und.erstanaling to stee! the
ship of state through the stomy years that lie ahead.

!'or nore than two d.ecad.es, the ruling class has constantly proctai_ned
th"ougb the mouth of its stetesoen, the nass nedi-a and. individual capitalists,
that investment is the ket' to progress in the future. Yet it is precisely

Investment abroadi-n investment i,n Britaln tliet they are falling behind.
totals uD to 91,000 oillion in 1969. The investxoent of the r:ationalised
industries is actually more than 5V/o of lhe total of investments in Britain.
At the same tiue, so-cal1ed private industry comprises 9ff6 of manufacturlrI8
and r:roducti-ve industry i.n the country. In comparison with the colossal
aaounts invested in America and Jaoan and the proportion of n8tional inc@e
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which goes to investnent in r^Iesteflr Europe, the suns put into new industry
by Bri.tish capitalisn are puny.

At the same time, the tendency of the falling rate of profit has
begun to affect all sections of the capitau.st r.rorld.. iblling profits
provokes an universal reaction of the capitalj.sts, to try and limit wages
as a means of insuring a bigger share of the wealth created by the working
c1ass. In Japan and l+rester.n Europe, this hag partly been overcome by a
higher growth r€te, vhich, of course, en$rres bigger profits. The chronic
crisj-s and the measures of the government to overcome itl have ad.ded. artifi-
cial i'npedi-ments to the already slow rate of grol',th.

The disparity between America, Europe and Japan on the one siale and
Britain on the other, in the rate of g!o!r'th, was further accentuateai by the
higher investroent 1n proportion to the national incme in these countrles
in cornparison with Britain. The inalustrial Droductj,o[ figures of some
important countries between L)Jl and, 1957 indlcate the t?end.. Swed.en
increased at the rate ot 6.t/" annually, Ennce 5'/". l{est Ge:oany 4.8y'o,
USA 4.5i3 anti Britain onty z,?fi.

In I9?O, the tevel of inveshent will only be 3 to 4f higtrer than
the rnl-serable level of L969, accordj.ng to a forecast by the CBI aftea
consulting their nember f i,rms. Under l,/edguood Senn the Ministry of
Technology had forecast 77i. Even this abysma I1y low fi6ure ui1l not be
reached..

fn the fj.elal of machine too1s, 3litianrs industry not, stands fifth
in size. [his is the indispensab]e base for the re-tooling ,f industry.
neliveries of nachine tools in 1959 reached the figure of €180 milLion.
D<ports were over €57 nillion, but in return €40 million worth were inported,
learring a favourable balance of only €27 nil1ion.

In the fie1d. of electronicsr exports increased frorn €140 million j,n

1965 to 9255 nillion in 1969. An apparent success; but inports increased
in the same period froxn €82 nilLion to e241 ni1lion. The favourable surplus
drolped fron 957 nj.tlion to 916 nillion. T'he trade is forecasting an actual
d.eficit Ln l97O in electronics.

The leveI of fjxed j.nvestnent (including housing) fell by 1/ in
1969, The increase in world trade wai L4y'" by ptj:e bui by voh:.rne on]ry l@o.
fhis increase disguised the slol' ri.se of Britieh exports. The exports of
Weat Gerrnany and Japan leaoed ahea{ by contrast.

The I'Ii.d1and Sank Raview also conplains: rrprofit marg"insr if not
generally fa1ling, are at least rising less rapid.ly than previouslyr thus
restricting the avaitability of internsl funds, the ma in source of fj-nance
for capital d.evelopnent ...-. Interest rates (are) at hlgh levels .... the
arnount of new money ralged. in caoital issues r,€ s €159 million in the first
half of 19?0 (compared. with) €469 mi.Ilion in the first half of 1969...."
It exlected a moalest revival i-n consrfiIer ex-penditure. r).
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The rate of inter:est has increases lrom 5,87b ir\ L96c' already a hi@
figure, to 9.1)i in )"969. fn the eane issue of The Banker quoted above,
it states bald.ly: 'rThe rnternatrcnai rn:e;'est rate L,ar has, of course, been
very much a reftection Df the econonac ai-ne6: a consequer,ce of the pursuit
of over-ambitious growrh rates and er:rpio;7ment levels, to the detriment of
price stability and international payroents equilibrir:rc". Consequentiye
the Torlr Goverrment looks with ec^uani-mity a*" the prospective growth of
unerployment to thlee-quarter nill-ion by the end of the year. It is afraid
of "sti.Eu1ating'r production for fear of rrsti-mulating" the workers ! demand

for an increased share of the lrealth they oroduce. Rather a smaller rrcakerr

of lrhich the nling class get a greater share, Production under capitalism
ls not fo! the sake of production but to increaee the nrofits of the rullng
class !

According to
fe1l by 1% up to the

e Barrker
end of June.

rrGross Domestic hoduct at constant nrices
ConsumDtion renained ,rirtua IIy unchangedt

with exports leveI1ing off. ?he fall ln total spend.ing reflected slightly
Lower levels of fixed investnent and stockbuilding" lhe esl;rn'ate of fixed.
investnoent has since been revised to show little change on the previors
quarter for manufacturing industry .... Indeed. the Treasury has since
suggept ed. ....the outcome may be nore in line with the lower esti-nate of
37*4"i" reached, for manufacturing industry by the CBI .... Investment plans
eeem to have been revised dor^,nwsrd.s because of the failure of the econorqr
to expand, and also the severity of the lj-quidity pressures (bck of cash
antl banking linitatj,ons on lending) on tbe priviate sector .... 'r Business
failures ln the first half of 1970 were 2l7o above that of the corresponding
period of 1959.

These figures are an esti-natio:l of the Lreahless of Sritish
capitalisro. Nevertheless, there ha8 been a growth of Sritish industry to a
far greater extent and far faster pace than i-n the inte:'-war per.iod.

Despite the 11mpiug characte! of its p"og:reasion, Brjtain has seen
nore mergers and. concentratj"on of capital than any other courrtry in the
r^rorLd. This concentration on the oae si-d.e, wj-th the development of nas6
industries, has not been confined to industry, but to the cmmercial sid.e
aE well. tr{hile the industrial. workers, because of their organisation,
have defended and dven extend.eal their stand.ard of living, th6 white collar
workers have fa11en behlnd.. Relative to the organised" ind.ustrial vorkers,
their standalds have declined. At the saue tim.e, the old laternal relation-
ship between nanagers and. staff has largely drsappeared., the blg commercial
firte emtloying hund.reds and. even thousands of vhite collar enployees have
begun to be organised.

Sme uhite co1lar wolkels have taken Bili.tant acti-on. Esoecially
ln the engineering lndustry, where the big fj.rf,s are strongly organised.,
14.



the staff sid.e, which 1s close to the workers, has organised nilitant acti,on
involving IATA and the clerical workers I organisations. Iayers of volkers
not reached. by unionism in the oast, and i-n which the employers have organised
company unions to prevent ger,rine union organi-sation, have now been affected..

Sank clerks and. insurance officials have rejected connany unions and
joined unions affiliated to the 'lUC. Civil serrrants, post office workers,
typists, clerka, among whom strikes had been unheard of, have cond.ucted
strikes for better wages and conditions. Many of these unions affili-ated
to the TUC as a sJmbol of solidarity with thelr blue-collared. brothers. If
they have not yet dralIn a political conclusion by the d.ialectic of hlstoqa,
this has partly been becuase of th€ experience of the labour Governnent.
This has tlelayed tho plocess but cannot prevent it. Any bjg novenent of
industrial vorkerg w[11 gain sympathy and. in certain circumstances suppo?t
by strlkes by sections of the white co1lar workers which would have been
considereil iinpossible forEerly. tr:r@ a reactionaxy attitude, they have
been r.ron to the principles, in however vague a form, of T:cade Unionism.

On the fringes, in Northerr lreland there hag been a strruggle of
the Catholic minolity for equal rights and against the artificisl partition
of the island. (This laises a whole series of questions whj-ch have been
ilealt with in an article on Ireland in this iseue.) However, the effectg
of the struggle of sections of Ilish uorkers' muat have a poverful echo in
Britainr wbere an irportant segl0ent of the lrorking class is of Irish origin.

lhe problem of the colouled imigrants threatens to form an
explosive i6sue in the next tu:rn of events.

Because of the vhole ba ckgrornd of rising rnititancy on the inalustrial
fie1d., the inevitable dlsillusiorment of large sections that voted for the
Tories will have a blg effect. Above all because they will not be able to
hold down lising disconent ercressed in the waging of strikee or because
they wi-1l be comDelleal to partially capitulate to such str:uggles on the part
of the lrorkers, it is unlikely that thig gove nnent will last out its whole
term. Even if they are able to, they wiLl be conpetled to retreat in face
of working class stlength. But the very continuous d.ecline of Britain in
her world rower must mean at some stage a real showdor'rYl l,/ith the uorking
class to try and comDensate for the loss of positions abroad.

The n:Iing class is probbing anal pressing and taking the line of
Ieast resistance, while they are capable of Daking conceasions. This can
continue so long as the uD\ra"d swing of the econolry lTides the relatLve fa11
in the powe! of Blitain. fut even such an unhealthy process as inflation
can better be cushioned. by her rivals; than by Sritain herself. I{er margins
are rou-ch less than those of he? competitors. OnIy the Sreat wealth that
Brilain has accumrlated over a perioal of centuries helps her to allev-iate
the worst effects of the slow but continuous decline of cspitallsE.
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EFFECTS OF THE LABOUR GOVERNMENT'S DEFEAT
The defeat of the Iabour Governraent has had a big effect within the

ranks of the admnced elementa rn the labour and. Trad.e Unlon novement. The
anti-working class measures of the Labour Government were resented. by large
sections of the Iabour Movenent. Big sections have undetstood. that the
defeat lras due to the adoption of capitalist lolicies by the Iabour Goverrment
'Ihe abantlorunent of any pretence of Sociau-st policies and the effect that
that has had in the defeat of the lgbour Party at the roI1a, has aroused
vid.esrread criticism of the policj-es of the laborr Goverrrnent. Thls has
resulted alreaaly j,n the first signs of attenDts by trade union milltants to
become active within the Iabour Party in order to fight reactionary policies.

In Liverrool, for exanple, trade uniorlists in soEe areas have
gathered together a caucus to dissuss policies and actj"vities ln their locBl
parties. They are uncertain as to Dro8?aDme and. po11cy, but they are
detel:oined. to chanee the Pa1try policy on Soclalist lines. The youth, which
always is the nost sensitive baroneter of political d.eveloproents, is nouing
towards the left. The secti,on, houever sma11 st tb.e m@ent, organlseil i.n
the Young Socialists, io moring lapidly to the left. A big seciion is
already convinced. of the necessity for Ittre.ist policies, as the only solutj-on
for the problens facing the vorking class. Critical protests against the
lack of nilitant policies by the Iabour leaders are i.ncreasing.

I,leanwhile, Wilson and the other nembers of the fomoer goverrrment
stand aloof fron the attitudes of the working class. In the hot-housg-
atBosphere of the Eolrse of Conons and the exotlc a txoosphere of govemient
in the Cablnet, the c_lass stnrggle seens far avay and. the rocking of the
boat of the 'lnational" econorly, ie. the vested ii-rterests and the privileges
of private ownershlp anal the status quo are accepted. as the basis for thepolitics of the nation

It is i! this atnosphere that after the post electioa defeat and.
f.ollovi.ng appsrently severe strj-ctures on Heath and the Tgry ?arty, ttrat
Wilson d.eclared. that he a lnays knes tbat Heath uas a good. ai:d. "rpiif"fellow. At the I'fscleod funera-I, llllson r,ra l-ked abreast of Heath and. Maceillan.
Thus, the class struggle in the confortable atmosphere of parlianent seens
an invention of foreigaers li.ke IGrl Marx. It doesnrt apply to Britain.
The game of politics they vi.ew as if it were a game of cricti:t. Wlleon in
effect tleclares I'it rg youl fumings, fellows'r.

The grio realities of life and. the harii struggle of the wo?king class
lo rnaintaln and increase a littre their standard.s of liv:ingi the necessary
vig"i,lance to Eaintain trad.e union and Bhop stewarils organisations, with the
entiless pinpricks and orovocations of tb.e emoloyers, see the working claes,particularly the olgani8ed. sections in the trade union and Iabour novenent,
takin8 a different etand.point on the reatities of the class etruggle. In
15.



their <iai J.y lj.fe, and. at work, they are constantly brought up before the
necessities of a struggle ior exj-stence. Theirs are not the rosy, pleasant
exchanges in the House of Comrnons and. in the snoking roons; theirs are not
the po"t and. whislqf , caviar and }i-aousine existence of the tops, but on the
contrafy, the matter of fact realities of fish and. chips, and d.or,rn to sarth
detailg in the stmggle for wages and. prices in the factories, plante and.
other undertakings lrhere they work.

Thus despite the Iabour 1ead.ers, and. even more, in spite of the
threats of the Governuent and. enployers, pressures frcm below will force these
leaders - at least in word.s - to the left. Barba::a Castle is already edglng
her vay over j-n the criticj-sn of the employers and the suggested. Eeasures of
the goverrment.

At thi.s stage of the procees, the banlcmptcy of the refo:mist andParliaroentary r€ft is crearly shorrn in the feebre programe they are lutting
IoT-"d. It rea1ly does not differ radically from the prog?anne put forwardby th-e right in the past.

the explosive possibilities that exist withi.n the workj-ng classare shown by the general mood. Should the l.ories cli ng to power and tryand maintai.n thi.s for the whole of this ?arllanent biq industrial struAAlesand even the possibilitv of a ra1 stlike loon on the horizon.

Jt i-" in this period that a slow, steady growth of the l&:r<ietsurent in the Iebour movement is taking l1ace! a current not afflicted withinfantile derusions and fr'volous p"""rrirrg-oi-themselves as the mass lead.er-shio of the_working class. T}"y rr.""'"-"E"rstooo tire sobe! realities ofhi'story' Events are mov-ing in 1""o"" oi r,rroi st ideas ana a lfurxist tend.encJf
]Iut:.yiX"rlff":;."o"n witi the """i-;;;;; or historv as tnev rearry are

fn the ta6t fifty_years, it is in the Trade Unions and their politicalreflection in the rabour-r""tv ii,"i ;;"-;;i;"ii;"ir""-"i',r"'"JIIii*'1r"""has manj.fested itsetf. .-[he masg "f il"-;;;kl;s, especia].Iy the orsanised.workers' wilr never easily leave trr"r"--i*iiiiinal organisatlons, pirtlcularlyil the early stages of nass radi.ca lisa tion. -They witl seek to transforEthei'" 
-unions' 

as they have Dartialry 
"d;a to the tef t the T&GVU and. .ir.dFinto f ighting organs of -the working- 

"i""". ivuruna ovex aaain. therabour party wirr be refreshea ana-renewea rv"iii iIXa"'u"r"i'i*rJiil"send'ing niritant and reft aereea_ies ""i tiu 
-ir=rr"fol,ation 

of the vard.sln the constituency parties. w.* "r"."r1" "iii pr"r. to the fore in theshop stewards r cornmittees and i.n the t""J" ,rrion br€nches, and in thePolitical labour organi.sations .f"". --fi" 
;;;"" that has reached quiteI n1{ r9.Jer in the youth organisations "ifi1"'r"p".ted in the aduttorga.nisati.ons and trsd_e union movement a1;;: --er;-;i;; 

i"ri"" i"Iii*who ale becoming unioniseti. 
";d ";i;;_;";.Iii"", will be politicised a'so,adding to the feEment in the movement.
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The clasheg and stnrggles will hgrden anal zush out a layer of
ad.vanceal political wolkers, sonvinced of the correctness of the ideas of
Mar:<, Lenin and Trotsky. At the sane tiner at the opposite pole of,poli.ti-cs;
forc6s will be gathering for a stnrggle against the workers. PowelL and
the weapon of raci.alism is still orJy a rese:ve instnuent in the handB of
the ruling c1a8s. niseontent at the funblings and hesitatj.ons of the Soveral-
ment in the ranks of the 16ry Party will be expressed. in a drift to the
riEirt-"i"g. iney will }qxol, how tL use the ueapons of demagogy rather than

thE o1d. tigtri.oned Toryisrn of Powellr ,hile using the Poverf\rl Poison of
racialisE"

In the TorJ Party, the process will complenent those taking place

in the Iabour Party but in the opposite directlon' Opposition in the
I€bour Party will nove toward's ttre feft, opposition in the Tory Parly 

,

;;;;"-;;;'"fi;. r"i-irr""" pro"""""i will not leach fnrition ti11 there

is a change of ggvernnent. A new }abour Government wiLl cone to power

w'ith the llesaure of the vorkers denanding a radical transfolsation of
societv. The counter-i";;;;;" of Big Sisinesa' the city' th€ nase oe'Iiar

would far outd.istance ti"".iia-r"""*rl" on ttre iast laboir governnent. Thus,

a nev lebotr sor"rn "tt-"lia 
u"gi" its activitw uith a far different

atnospher€ than that or ii"-i""t] with a vatcirful, wary vlorking class and

an enbltte?ed ruling cfass, the stage should be set for explosive

Dossibilities.

With the Bovenent into action of big layers of the trade union
workers, and the aleveloDErent of Dolitical c?isis in Britainr the most
oppressed. and exploited, the most quiescent section of the working claast
w111 begin to awaken. The subnerged.; unski-lled workers in catering, irL
soall sueatehops which have succeed.ed in preventing union organisationt
in clothing factories, retail shops and other sneated. trad.esr the worke!8
wi-lI nove into action. Ttre exploiteal workers, who have shovn thei!
capacity for struggle in the Taj.lorsrand. Garrent llorkers I Union in Leeds
anal other citiesr are forerunaels of real mass action on the part of the
women.

Read the brilliant analysls of stalinism and bolshevis'tr today in:

Lenin and Trotsky: what they stood for
a reply to llonty Johnstone of the British C'P' by

AILAN WOONS

Fron W.I.R. hrblications,
l?iCrrtdae" Eeath Roaill london' E'2'

& TED CRANT
Prlce: Js.
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Crisis in llorthern lreland
The Question in Perspective

by PAUL J01{ES and PETEB TAAFFE

Irelanil iB H.tain I s olalest colony. Its conquest and. d.onination
reads as one of the bloodiest chapters in the very bloody history of BritishLnperialisn. Even a cursor1r study of its role in fretana is en-ough to
expl-otle a1l those nfths as to the benevolence, culture and ',democricy,,of tle mllng class so carefully nurtured b$, its ialeologues. That "one

incident a1one, the Dut ir\y of the officer ciste at the durragh in 1!14against the tri1k and water schene for "Eone Ru1e,r of the LibIra1 Goverrurentdenonstrated the ruthleeeness of Briti'h capitalisn lrhen its interests--arethreatened.. This rrtreason,r was openly and publicly backed bv the TorvPartv at the tine .... ''r can i,agine iro r"niti, 
"r-i." "i"1."""" to' irriJr.'ur" t",

illrfl.,r" which I should not be prepared. to support then" (ru*, rrr, _ fory

The British nrlirg crass vere able to cleverry utilise the rrish inBritain to diTide and weaken the uolking class.... ,,The revolutionarvfire of the oeltic r,rorkers d.oee not i,""io"i""-riii,'ur""""iiiiii"i"iiii" r"tslol'zless of the Anglo-saxons .... This antagonis[ between the proletariansin Eegland is artificially cultivated by thE bourgegieie;;. (ii""ii"ti""-.rFirst Int er.national ).

ft was in Ireland also where aI1 those methods r,rere first tri6d outand perfected which served the British bourgeoisie in carving o,lt 1ts trrmpire.It served as the dri.11 ground for the Briti;h arn;,r and its poticies of b1ood.

19.

The storEJr events in Northerrr Ire}and.r involving the maas uprising
of the Cathollc population of Derqf and Selfast a little ove! a year agot
the d.eplqnoent of 111000 British troops, the daily street fightin8r amed.
clashes and boob incitlents, together with the reverberations fron these
developments Sorth of the border have shaken the position of Xritish lo0peria1-
i-sn in Ireland..

All the carefully laid plans, the deliberate fostering of sectarianism
over centuries, the entronchrnent of a virtual police state and. the guarantee
of a political. nonopoly to thelr lrnlonist cohorts have all blovn up in the
face of the Sritish ruling class. Ret"ibution for the sins of the fathe"s
is visited on the heads of th6 sons. The very nethodg which ensured. theiT
dmination in the oast now recoil on then in the changed situation North antl
So:th of the bord.er.



and iron. At the same tine the country lra s reduced to a mere appenatage of
the British econonJr. Bvery independent develo@ent of industry and agricul-
ture was crushed by the British rulj.ng class, it being tailored to thej,r
needs. [hus, as a consequence of the repea]- of the Corn laws, ending the
virtual monopoly of Irish cotn in the English market, the Anglo-Irish
landlords went ove! frm tillage to pasture faming, evicting at the same
tlne the tenant farmers. As a result one nlIl-ion perished and another
nillion rere d.riven out of Irelsnd to the four corrrers of the world. this
was at a tlne vhen milliong of bushels of cor1t were erported from Ireland
j.n order to fil1 the pockets of the 1and.lords. The consequences are stilL
evid.ent in the population figures for Ireland today. In 1840, the total
poprlation of the vhole of lleland stood at 8f, n!.1]ion, while today it is
barely 4| nillion. It was these bmtal cond j,tions in the countrTrside vhich
prompted the Srowth of spontaneous lesiBtance organisatlons of the peasants
in the eighteenth century, "Oakboys'r, I'Whi-teboys'r, etc"r Ilke the rrwoodland

produceo nushrooasrr ae Marx pointed otrt.

DIVIDE AND RULE

At the sane tine the Britlgh n)ling class found in the division
betueen Protestsnt and catholic peasants, j,n turn a product of the earlier
plantation of the northern countiest a convenient toot to hand in order to
heaai off any Eovenent which challenged its position. It was thus that the
Orange Order uas first used by the State. Originally formed as a defence
against the attacks of the Catholic Defen tlers i,t was coEbined with the terra
of General Ieke at the end of the eighteenth centurTr to defeat the Unitetl
Irlshmen" The latte" organisationr I'etl bY llolfe Toney enconPa ssed

Plotestant and Catholic petit-bourgeois and peasants alike. Its a i-m' was

the establishment of a republic on the U'nes of the trlench revolution. It
instilled terror into the ranks of the landlord I and. capitalists and the

ruling class took Eeasures to inflane sectarian passions to varal off the
be fra d

darger :
the Uuited Iri t ani.mosi d.e As tb.e safe of the centre

trbom that t iioe

a
sh. U tha

1e t e Nor
onrrard.s this PoU-cY obtained the folce of a Iaw in the dealings of British
jJoperlalisn with Ireland' Ar1y tendency towa rds the Catholic anal Protestant

rea chin8 across the sectarian divide vas d.efeated i"n like nanner.

But neither ni.titary might nor the schening of the British rul ing

class was able to stiu ;he" Iiilh rebellion. l,ike Antagus, who regsthers

g"".t"" "tt""8th 
everT t i-me he is throun to the gro-rndt so too every genera-

tlon witnessed " ,o'r"r.r, .s"i""t British "Y1:' 
In the uake of the defeat

of the united lri.shaen ti"iE-iorro*"d the plebau movementr based mainly in

Drblinr and letl ty noleri--ilro"i ' 
- n'i" wa-s foUowed by the Young lrelandere'

then the Fbniane, "t""""itI!"a 
by Marx as ha 'rins a "socialist tendency"'

the Irish Re.rblican l"oii,"iftooa Lnd in the tweniieth century by !h? Post
famous of all, the cj-ti;;;;l- A!ty, the first-Red Army in Europer- Ied-ly
Janes Connolly. Drt in;;ia;-I-y" ifre nationaf revolt of the lrish fell under

toa ssr- s lla
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the influence of the nascent bourgeoisie anal petty-bourgeoisie lead.ershj-p r,rho

attexopted to nod.erate the movement and steer it away fror. socj.al issues.

Never was this more evldent than in the period following the 1915
uprisingl the gu4rr:Lla uar, which tied" d.own 100r0O0 Sritish troopsr and the
subsequent partitioning of the country. Ihe forces vhich either stood
asiale or coniiemned fron the sidelines the 1915 uprisj-ngr i'e., the Irish
bourgeoisle and their polj-tical representatives r lrere the inherj-tors of the
gains made possible by the sacrifice of Connolly and the ]915 insurgents.
Against the execration heaned on them by their "feIl-ow'r Irishmen and almost
alone in the intemational Iabour Movenent, Lenin and the Marxists defended
the leaders of the uplising against those to attacked it as a rrputschrt.

Lenin pointed to the massive turnout at the funera 1 of the lenian leader
orlonovan Roosa, the suppression of the nationalist press and the clashes
with the Dolice to indicate its roots in the lri.sh peolle.

Nevertheless, none of the neceseary steps t ele taken whj.ch could
guarantee the success of the uprising, i.e. the caJ.ling of a General Striker
and a class appeal to the British troops. The tr€8edy, as Lenin pointed'
out, uas that the uprising cane before the E\.rropean ?roletari-at vas ready
for an outTight assault on inperiaLisE. But apinst the treachely of the
Iabanr leaders of the time, vho played first fiddle in the war choms of
the nonopolies, and. the treachery and. coward.ice of the Ger.nan Conmunist
Party and Iabour leaders, who allowed Hitler to come to power 'rwithout a
pane of glass being b!oke'r, the action of Connolly, Pearse and conparly
stands out in glorious d.istinction. A tradt-tl-on was 1aid. down which
directly led. to the mass oovenent which taxed to the hilt the power of
British ioperialism.

NAVAL IMPORTANCE OF IRELAND FOR BRITAIN
Not the least of the factors which deteroined the defeat of the

risi.ng was the position in the lri.sh countryeide. Even i.n the latterpart of the eighteenth centurxr the strategists of capital had. reali.sed. the
inpo"tance of rreland. as a sea base. ,Britannia rules the waves,' merely
summed up its d.etermination to maintain the pred.qoinsnce of its naval power
as a prirne condition of its worrd suplenacy. Glad.stone had. i-nitiated a
number of Isnd. Acts between 1880-1903 uhich "bought out, the landlord s, ata hand'some price to the ratter. rn g"iving our their estates to the tenant
farmers, he attempted to breik the backbone of the revolt of the rrish. rnthis way half a nillion tenants were able to uurchase the land, being
forced to relay the Sriti-sh Governroent in the fo:n of rand annuiti-es-over
a period. of ti-me. This prayed a rart in keeping the agri.cultur€r aListrictsquiet j.n 1915.

The naval imrortant of Ireland to British imperialJ.sm was J\rrther
d.enonstrated., both in the Treaty of l9Z2 and later during the Seconcl l,/or1d.l,/ar. British Goverrrment Cabinet oapers released only tf,ie year show that

2L.



Churchill even conslCer.:C :,tlitary j nt,er./antior, against the twenty slx
counties in order tc secirr.a i1:e :.ri.:trtar,-t bases in the South for use against
German 1mperia116tr j-n tite i]-:oat uar'' B,:,t the raa in fear cf the Sritish
flrIj,ng class centred on -,:1e social, offects of the rev'olutionary movement
between 1916-2). In so fa: as thD r:ationalist movement took on mass fomt
it fed on the social eollditions of the uorkere and peasants. Connolly
urderstood that the strutgle fcr national freeCm vas bound. up rrith the
stnggle for workers I power; "If you roroove the Engli-sh Arq)r toEorrow and
hoist the green flag over D:bLin Castle' unless you set about the organisation
of the Socialist nepublic yo'rr efforts would be j-r, vain. England woulil etill
rule you. She world. rule you through her capitalistsrr.

The class aspects whlch Connoll,y and. Iarkin had given to the national
struggle had ensured. the predqninance of the forces of the labour Movement
in this movenent before 1915. Cmpared to the bou"geois nationali-st ueekl-y
Sinn Feia .rith its cirsulation of 51000, the revolutionary orga.n of the
Labour l'lovenent Workers t Republic enjoyed. eno:mous influence' lri.th a top
cjrculatj.on of 74,000 in 1911. But fo[owing the executiorr of Connolly and
during Iarkinlg absence in ADeri-ca the epigones who took their place, Thonas
Johnson and Cathal orShannon abdicated leadership in the str'rggle against
the Sritish ruling c1ass. fhis meant ceding control to Arthur Griffithet
the founder of Sinrr trbin (O.lrselves Alone) who id.ealised bhe strivings of
the effete Southem bourgeoi-sie and. to petty-bourgeois nationalists such as
De Valera. The class stanalpoint of Griffiths vas clearly revealed. in the
1913 tock ortr when he came togethe! with 'rEone hrle'r capitalists like
Murphy, clerical reactj-on and the Blitish Government to smash the Drblin
rorters. At the time of the 19L5 upriein8 he stood. asj-d.e frox! the lDovement,

Eis econoxoic policies echoed those of the Geroen econoBists 11str of self-
sufficiency and tariffs to ?rotect lri sh industry' At the outset Griffiths
,"" pr"o"rld to accept Doainion stetus and even Dua I Monarct5r " Included
in his outlook also were elements of racialim;-

rrfhe r isht of the Iri shtopoliti ca I indeDendence never
nd neve can be deoende t uDon the adltis S 1Or1

wa s. is not
ofe ,iua1 ri ts in all o ther leooles .. .. He who holds
Lreland. a rration and al1 rreans 1arsful to restore her the
fu11 free exercise of natior€ l libertles therebv no more

co nl-ts hinself to the theory tha Qr:.a] s white .. '

In order to mobilise the uolkels antl peasante who constituted the

fight:"ng pereonnef ana if," """" tasls of the stlugg1e against lle,lrill'gh
nling classr the sociar progr€lme of the first iit"p"t[""t Dail- (Par]iament)

was forced. to reflect tneir-E "'nas 
! rrthe ful1 resouroes of lreland for the

;;i;-;;l;;lana, etc.'i Johnson, the labol'rx Partv ieacer' was alrowed to

d.o the drafting of the ma j'n part of the-Ilrog?anoe ' The raore specific dersnds

oi iii" Gto"" frovernent *""" *itt"a' That there was abasis for a clear

cfass lead lras reveaied in the Civii 
"'/61' 

vrhi'ch followed the si8ning of the

i""rlr-i"-tgiz 
- ly- tlr" -lo""g"oi"-r"pr"".ntatives in ttre liberation move;,ent'

The anti-treaty folcesr a tthough stiU led by petty-bourgeoj's nationalists
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such as De Vale?a, at bottcin represented the opposition of the smal,l farmers
and. working class to the acceptance of a d.eal with British imperi.aliso. The
best elements within the Republican novement such as lian lIel1-owes belated.ly
und.erstood the class role of Glj.ff iths, Cotlins and. Co" trbom his d.ea th cell
he d.eclared.: trl{e are back to Tone - and j.t is just as hrell - relylng on that
great body of Ioen, the nen of no ?roperty. Ihe stake jn the country people
irere never uith the RepubJ.ic.rl

The partitioning of the cotntry only served to reinforce the dllrisior8
within the worlJ.ng cLass snd were ratified by the blcody pogrons unleasheil
against the Cathloic workers fron the outset of the Northern lrelanci state"
In the first tno years over 4)5 were rurd.eled.. Belfast Iived under a reignof terror and a curfeu for forr -vears. The terrot spread. its tentaclesinto every asDect of the llves of the CathLoic population. tlre btoodletting was urged. on by the Unionist regine as a neans of cowering into
submisslon the catholic popuration. The head of the Northern re!-i-ne, craig,
congraturateal the hotestant workers 1n the Belfast shipyards aftEr a part-icularly murdero.ts attack on the Catholic workers: 'rDo i approve of theaction you boys have taken? . . . . I say yeo,'. (Quoted in D. l.1qggd1g I s
TEe-_HeJublic ). That ruthless . apDara tus uhich has matie up the ,istabi-1ity,r
of Unionism for fifty years was then introduced, arued. police, SpecialPowers Actr abolition of proportionar representation. the para-nilitarv3- speciars and the dlscriminatio, as"i"li irrJ-ciir..iiJ"r"ilriilii"]""6rr.state itself was conpretely unyiable rlght froo the outset-and could onrybe supported by the inclusion of two ovirwhelning cathoric ;;;i;;; -'
remanagh and Qrrone, and r'aBsive subventlons by British imperiarism ano,nt-ing now to ovex €2oo milrion a year. Despit. irri", ,. ""i"i 

-"i"rpiol.ii"t 
"""endenic frorn the beginning. Even in the reHively i'prq"perous,i-;;;:;;"

period' unemploynent has fructuated at two a,o. lru.ee tlmes the average forSritain as a vhole, affecting the Catholic poprlation tUe worsi" 
---Bir"trr,"

possess the highest unemployment per head. of poputation of any torm int/estem &rrope: in the region of 3Vi for the mate population". (S."---l,lilitant Nos. 45, 5lt 53, 64 and. 66 for further a"trii"j" ----

rbon these sociar condltions caEe the seething discontent of theCatholic population. yet? if anything, the econonic position of thecathorics has been easier (by Norihertr-lrer."d ;E;d""4;)-ir,i" ii""ii" .r""in the iater-rar period.. The state nag coaceived aruid.si a ,r""ir" iiTj

2).

The pro-treaty forces untlerlined Mellowes 0 characterlsa t ion of them
by beg"inning the short-l.ived but bloody Ciyil ir/ar wlth guns borrowed from
the British Aqr and nurdering Mellowes ae a 'treprisal,'. Before his
execution he urged that the social program.e of the Republican movement
should be made nore specific and the workers and farmers nobilised in
action3 lUnder the Republic all industry wi}l be controlled by the State
fo" the workers I and farmers I benefit.ri

PARTITION SPLITS WORKERS



unenplo)ment level and. reached ?5y'o a fev yeare later. Even this only
occasionally shook the Unionist nonolith and it renained. in pouer longe!
than any other reg1Ee in furoPe.

Why then the mass upheavals in the past perioq which have irretliev-
ably shattered the unioniet Party in its old forn? The explanation is to be
found in the chang€d conditions lrithin Northem lrish society lrhich have
offected all the advanced countries aa a consequence of the post-wat econmic
upswing. Sette! though it undoubtedly uas than in the 9ast, neverthelesst
the neu gereratlon of Catholic uorkerB wete not prepared to accept the olil
conclitione; the I'cropies woultl not 1ie down". Ihe d'owntum in the Sritieh
market in 1956 exacerbated the situatlon' brir:ging i.n its t ake the closule
of a m ber of factorles. Ehe crisig-ridalen shipbuilding and linen
industri-es offered no way out. Neither did foreign capitaf induced' there
by nasslve bribes' eat up the "sutpJ-ue" labour. The new jobe createal only
bareLy accounted for those lost j-n the dying industri-es.

In revolt against the systeD which cond ernned. then to a liring death
it uas the inpatience of the youth which fuelled the Cj.vil RiStrt s carnpaign.
lhe nalled. fist of Paisley and Craig only serveil to inflame the situation.
Even sections of the Protestant uorking snd nidttle classes lrere 1ni,tial1y
syBpathetic to the ateoands of the civil RiShts Movement ' This 

"ras 
demoa-

Btratea by the overirhelEing support for the novement j'n Queens University
(?5y'" botestatt). As p8!t of the midtlle strata.the students reflected the
changes unfolding in the ranks of the niddle class and. the workin8 c1ass.

An investiSation by StrathcLyde Universlty also revealed that-at
that tine a majoriiy of ttie Catholic workers no longer vie,ed. the Bord.e! as

ai inportant iisue.- 56 when the 1968 October 5th Ci,vil Ri8hts (Iemonstration

*as troten up by the <Iube and boots of the RUC, to be followed by the

vlcious attack on the stud.ents at Bualtollet bridge, this only- sertrcd to
propelintoactionnoreand.noresectlonsoftheCatbollcpoFllation.lhe
irrfii"n bourgeoisie and the OrNeiIL Ying of the Unionist Party early o-n drew

IrrE "o""L"ui6n 
thai the oia metrroas would endanger their posi-tion-i4 Northern

irefana and have "dangetous't repercussions South of the Border and ln
Britain itself.

CHANGED CONDITIONS

The mole fa! sj'ghte't sections understood that to screw d"own the lid
on the social protest tJtrina tne Ciwrl Rights caropaign would'- lead to' on the

i""-"ia", " ,r.ir"a "reliei;ug civil var"' This in turn wot:ld lead to

loassive ilamage to prop""Iy and' a selzing up of- foreign investments '
il;;;;; "".i"c+o ,irtion Lt ti ":-" invesiments have been destroved' on the

other sider orr" 
"orr""qo"nce 

of a lnovenent on the st"eets' even if it began

as a religious clash couid easiry.be a tusr in the direction of mass class

l"ti"". -ii-irre changed sii"atior; in the six counties' the Isbour Movmentr

far more powerful tit"t, i" tft" Dastt would be forced' to step in' The tendency
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uas al,read.y evident in the 'rpeace coomlttees" in East Belfa6t last year and,
the action of the shj-pyaral shop-steward.s in opposition sectarian divisions.
The pou.tical connotations of such a novement fil1ed then uj,th dread.. tha t
is why they attexnpted to get rid of the more open sectalian abuses against
the Cathol-ic population, by exerting pressure on the OrNeil-I and. Chichester-
Clarke Governroents.

Another factor in the situation is the changed attitude of the
British bourgeoisie and. their Southerrr Irish counterparts towarals the
Border. The organp of 3ig Business in Britain have openly come out for
sone kind of unification of the country on a capitalist basi.s. No longe!
do the',' fear the effects of a social revolutj.on eloana ting fron the South.
And as if to confim the Brltish bofgeoisle in their belief, the tr.ianna
trhil regi-me 1n the South has held olrt the olive btanch to them: rrThe task
confronting us today has to do with evoluti.on - not revolution" @p!
Press, semi-official organ of Fianna trbiI, 2l/L/69).

IIa ving trJ.ed and failed to build up an indenenaient baser in the
abortive r-rre-war tarlff war wi-th Blitish loperialisro, the Southern bourgeoisie
have hitched their sta" to that of their British Bi8 Brother. At the game

time a reassesqaent of the strategic interests of the Sotthe l rullng class
is presently taking Dlace in the Irish bourgeois press. Reflecting its
prenature arterio-sclerosis, one section represented by Dr. Geary has even
cone ou.t against unification with the North on the basis that the cost of
British social services 'ruould clipple their economyrr. Ihe other favouls
a "Federationrr and transitional neaaures to unity.

As a conciliatory gesture to thelr Unioni,st [brothersrr in the North
they have even obtained the support of Cardinal Conway and the Catholic
Church to d.elete from the Constitution Article 44(2) which recogyrises therrspecial positionir of the Church. There is also talk of rewritJ-ng the
Constitution so that d.ivorce and contraception can be a11owed.

One thing ia certain, the econony of the 26 counties has never been
more d.ependent on the British narket. 6911 of j-ts exports go to Britain
vhi-le 5l?b of its i-nports cone fron Britai,n. More than at any other t i_mein history the lr:i sh econq[y 1s a labour leserve, Earket and. field for
investment.

And even sections of the unionist tops reafise that the uorst aspectsof d j.scrini-na ti on against Catholi-c r,rorkers need to be eliminsted in order topreserve the position of the ,"]ling class: ,'They (neaning British capitar-
:-sn ) do not real1y believe that Northern Ireland is part oi th" Urrit.d-
Ti.gdm anyiralr, they feel that it would be nice to get rid of it soonr.
@t""__trrCg).



CI./SS BATTLES BEHIND UPRISING
Thus, from a policy of division and claying on sectarian strife,

the organs of the capj.talists are now hypocri-tica l1y declaring in favour
of I'unity" and against the 'economic tragedy of a divided Ireland" ( Sundav
Ti-mes). But history has a way of playing bricks on the shrewriest ruling
classes. Nourished on a diet of sectarianlsn and religious hatred the
[]onster refuses to lie down. Ersnared by its own past propagtsnda the
Unionist regj-me found itself on the horns of a dilenroa J,n August, 1p5!. To
have banned. the Apprentice Boys d.emonstration would. have underuined their
own position in the eyes of the Protestant populatjon, as the Latest pro-
hibition of Protestant parades has d.enonstrated. To allow it to go ahead
only served to enrage the Catholic pozulation of tsogsi-de and ignite a mass
explosion of practicalLy the whole of the Catholic population of ttre area.

lla vlng learnt the lesson in the precedlng two nonths, the Sogside
were detelained to prevent another police and Pai.sleyite pogron of the
area. fhe result was an uprisj.ng of the Catholic workers in lerrlr and.
the lhlls Road. area of Belfast. 150,000 workers for two months set up
their own trlaw and. order", refusing to allow the writ of the Unionists to
run in their area. It represented. a iocial movement for jobs, housing,
education and denocratic rignts, although in the eyes of the Protestant
population it took on the foru of a "Catholic rebellionr'. Only the nerry
Young Socialists'and Iabour Party attenpted to stress the need for a class
arneal to the Protestant nooul:rtion, adopting as their enblen the flag of
the Citizens AmJr, the starrf,r plough.

The "G"een Tory" wing of the Citizenst lefence Comli,ttee' nade up
of millionaires and. an assortEent Df businessnenr were the same forces
l.rhich had opnosed arly claes orientation j-n the period of the Civil Rights.
ftreir losition was echoed by'the ultra-left sects both in I'lorthern Ileland
and in Britain who characteiised the Protestant vorkers as 'rcolons". To

support their positi.on they appealed. to Ilish bistory.

Ert in fact this very historlr speaks against them' It denonstrates
that the Protestant population has never been imDervious to a ctass appeal
by the Iabour i,lovenent. Not only dj.d. the 19IJ tock-out demonstrate this'
wiren the ?rotestant workers of Beifast refused to black on their Dublin
brothersl but even earlier in \906-? in Belfast, James I€rkin clearly,i-Ilus-
trated how to counter the sectarianism of the Unionist capitali-sts' Larkin
was able to forge a powelful alliance between Catbolic and Protestant
workers. His lTlain alIies were the leadership of the Independ'ent Orange

Order. This beganasa ricious sectarian spli-nter within the nain Orange

Order. In d.efence of 'r Protestant ismrt j't denounced the Orange Older as

PROTESTANT AND CATHOLIC WORKERS COME TOGETHER



rran instru.roent of landlordism and class rule .... the majo"ity of the Grand
Lod.ge were ve1]-to-do nerchants, justices of the peace, etc.lr Und.er the
guidanee of R. Lindsay Crawford this l,:.overnent began to develop a non-sectar-
ian programe and 11nked up uith Ierkin to fight the sweatshop cond.itions in
3elfast at the tine. So successful was the alliance that 'rin 1906 Orang€
tlmination in Selfast r,ra s broken" @_lgrka4 by &nett Iarkin ).

The Un:ionist capitalists learnt their lesson well in the school of
Icrki-n in a negative sense and nrenared. to recaltule their hold over the
Protestant workers by inflaming sectarian passions. They were assisted. in thls
by sectariani-sn of the Catholic .A.ncient h.er of [ibernians, nuch as the
Catholic bigots today are g?ist to the mill of the Paisleyite Ri-ght.

But perhaps the best indi.catlon of the possibilities of brldging the
sectarian divide was given in an account of an incident in Belfast in l93t
by an IRA veteran Bob Bradshaw:

rrni"scontent in the citlr (fetfast) rose to revol-utionarXr
alinensions and in the great Selfast fitting shops, and.
the d.ensel;r populated Iabour exchanges, Socialist and.
Commrnlst opiniong were easy to hearrt.

Ee further poi-nts out that as a result of street fighting betlreen
the uneroployed and the poli.ce in the Catholic trb1Is Road- area, he went to
obtain support from the Protestant unenployed. j"n the Shankhill Road:

rrl pi.cked. a tall athletic young man .... tAny fightlng?r I said.
|That gutless lot won rt fight ' . [hls was Ey chance. t'r,It5.

d.onrt you go to the trhIls?r I sald, watching hin. rWhy, is
there trouble there?r rlhey have been fighting all day anal
many people have been shot.r I said.

'rl'rhile we spoke, hls eye fetl on ry lapel button. For at
least a half a minute we stared at each other h'ithout
sneaki-ng, ancl his face clearly showed his chang:ing enotions -
ancestreL dislike for tricolours, and Fenians, slowing
changing to friendU.ness as he realised that this particutar
Ienlan spoke his language, and that we were both in sonething
a bit m.re j-mportant than the religious squabbles of our

tj.ve city, and attexoDting to deal rith forces not 1ike1y
to respond to placator.Jr speeches. Otr long eyelock broke.rIf thatis where the fi thatts the place for mel
he sai.d..'r ( Irish Tines

ghting i9,
13/3/5e).

ltlis particular incident illustrates more than anything else thepotential for rorking class unity. In the heat of battle, particuLarly if
a clear class lead is given, al1 the prejudices and. rellgiors nythologSr can
be burned fro the consci-ousness of the Protestant workj-ng class with the
Eajority.
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This has been further und.erllned by the develo@ents in Northern
Ireland. i.n the oast year. fhe actions of the Belfast shipyard shop ste$ards
stootl out as a beacon against the background of sectar'1an clashes which swept
Selfast last August. It is nou fashlonabLe in ultra-Left c].rculeg to
question the loIe of the shop steward.s, as ind.icsting 'ra low Ieve1 of
consciousnesg". They ooint to the apneaL to Unionist roinlsters snd the
award of the IBE to the leadillg shoD steward, l,Ihile these undoubted.ly,
indicate the confugion and. even opportunj.sn of some of the lead.lng tlade
union lead.ers, nevertheless, ttre shop stewards e c@ittee demonstrated. a
gleater class sense and und.erstand.ing thaa alld. the so-calfed tadvanced. guard. L

fhe steuards at least und.elstooal the need to naintain basic class
unity ln the factories and the shipyards and. to fi ght any nanifestation of
sectarianlsn, to plevent a repetition of events simllar to the lnter-uarperlod. Ihe nass neeting was called in the face of DanageBent oBposition
and threats by the ma11 Paisleyj"te section within the yarti. fhe actions
of the Selfast shipyard workers re-eBphasises the potential for uniting the
working class. The possibiu.ties are there within the ranks of the unions "AlI it needs is to be given a clear direction and a class programe.

The action of the Belfast shipyard shop steuards and the rrpeace

comittees'r in Eagt Selfast could have beccne the starting point of real
united. workj-ng class actlon egainst sectal'lanlsB' and hooligan attacks f!@
both siales. fhe Sritish A:mJr wag originally welcmes by ihe ovenrheLnlng
majority of Catholic uorkers as a protection against the attacks of the
B-specials and Paisleyites, only because no alterrntl"ve ras g.j-ven by the
Iabour Movement. Vlhile one by-product of Eilitary intervention wai to
prevent a ful1 scale pogrom agalnst the Catholics its main purpose uas to
wa6 to safeguaral the position of Brittsh IEperlalisn uhich uas end.angered. by
the possibility of a civil war as vas explainetl earlier, lhe rote of the
hitish AaoJr has aluays been to safeguard the positlon of Britj.sh capitalisEj
In British C'r-r1'ana, they I'went'r into ostensibLy prevent racial clashes
and retreated only after a ai,nority, undenocr.a t ic constltution had. been
i.nolemented.. In Aden, i{a la1'a and in the fo:mer "Eopire" they llayed a
si-milar ro1e. But the only way to have cut across the argunents in favour
of xoiHtar? iatervention vas by the inplementation of a Tlade Union nefence
Force. This could have become the startlng point for unlted class action
and as such wo:l-ti be opposed as bitterly W the Southern capitalists, as it
uould be by British Inperialisn.

ATTEMPT TO HEAD-OFF LEFT SWING

It l,as precisely the possibility of these developments which
caused. consternetion within the ranks of the Fianna tr'ai1 regime in the
South. Its right ving, Blaney, Eaughey and Bolan, deliberately prepareal
to head off the x0ovement towarils the I€ftr North and. South, by re-establish-
ing the Nationalist and Unioaist polarisation. long before the gun-running
affair had come into the open they conspired. behind the scenes to create the
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ilolitical weapons to put this int
financing of oice of t li th
'fhe intention of the Blaney ving
creatures within the editorial st
runni.ng charges were nade.

extretre Socialistsr TrotBkyists, Maor-sts, pettit
Bernadette Devlin and Maureen de 3ur'65, trhrre1I,

o plactice. l4oney was poured. into the
the nouthpiece of this lartisular faction.
of Pianna trhl1 was blurted out by tbeir
aff of the Voice at the titre that the gun-

They boasted tbat aII the talk of 'rthe future being with doctrinaire
Soclalien and Gtrban style coDsune politics has been blol{n slry h18h by the
events in Drblln" " It then attacks rrall the talking ! revolutionaries ! ,

coat re
McCann

voluti onaries like
, etco The oGreen

Tories t have belied the snear rane attached to theB,ri ce of th No

n/5/?o).

At the game tiner thelr have been successful in splitting the
Republican xooveoent Slnn Feln. Assistance iras 81ven on condition tbat the
old g:r.rard Republlcans split alray fToro the trpollticaltt and "Socialist" Sinn
Fein whlch had now been taken over by the kiBh C@mrnlst Party. The pos-
ition of thls 'rprovlsl-ongl"t! sectj"on was outlined in the flrst rssue of its
journal "An Pholllacht'r ([he Republic)" In the reaaons given for the split
were "extreme 8oclallsn leadlng to totalitarian alictatorship'l" llhile sone
nay have reacted to the Stalinist progranne of the leadership of the offlcial
noveEent, the oven helnlng majority alid. so because of the "need" to uphold
the t?eclitional anti-parliamentarian, 'runlhr first't position nalntarned by
Sj.rur Fein frqo the l920rs. fhat they were able to take wrth then big
sections, in the North in particula!, was a conE equence of the fallure of
the official novement to protect the Catholics j.n Selfast fr.om the August
1959 pog?on. Sorne of the youth have been dmvn into the vork of the
'! orovi,siona lsrr with disastrous }esults for cl8ss unity.

The schetring of Blaney&Co. has been de@onstrated ln the sectarian
attacks whlch harre been nade 6n Frotestant in the past few months" Thus,
Palsley was deliveled of a 6ift just before the BannsiAe bye-eLection 1n
the attacks on Protestante oade in the Ba rlynurphy and springfield Road. area"In linklng up r,/ith the "pro\risionalrl wing, flan-y- a Co" ;are little, inreality, for thej.r ot.In "kith and. kinr. Blaney represents Donegal, thecounty with the highest uneuploynent :.n the 25 counties. He aiso has
acted as the Defence counsel for the IACA (the nlllionaires crub vlthintho Eianna lhll) at trianna trb1l Corgr"s"""" Boi;d;;-i;;h""-(rrr"-i"rrg.,"o
fr@ the party uith hie son) wae the i'linister of Justice i-n l94i and. intlrned
and shot out of hand countless republicans.

Not one gun would have been forthc@ing if alr the arms in the Norrh
were under the control of the Trade Unione. It has been precisely thisfear which has been one of the factors in the attitude of Lvnch ,oi th"
bourgeoisie as a whole to gun running3 'T,lr. Lynch ... (l")'raking the viewthat guns used fo? the d.efence nay be turn to attack". (Tj.urgE., 2975/?0),fhe "attaccrhe feare Eost is one thrt wourd come from a j6IiT catloiic and.Proteetant movenent "
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BANKRUPT'TTIEORIES' OF'PROVISIONALS'

Behind the actions of the right uing I'provj-si.ona1s", which has been
responsible for the rej-nforcenent of sectarian d.irrj-sion9, as was shown \r
tbe drlving out of the Catholic workers from the shipyards i-n June; are some
$eiral and. wonclerful rrtheories"" The roa 1n ai-n, it seems, is to force a .
confrontation bebreen the Catholic poprLation and the Britlsh Aloy uhich wiU
provoke an upheaval in the South. In this way, it is hopetl thst a sectlon
of the Inish Ar:my r0ight narch over the Border or be prepareai to give assist- .
ance to the Catholics in the North 3 a routiny along the lines of the one i.n
L924 " However, while sone sections of the arny, night come to the assistance
the Catholic populati.on, British Imperlalisro 1s not prepared to be irulitarily
forced or:t of the North. The rrotherrr solution is to create such chaoB that
the United Nations vrould. cone in and. carry out a miraculous unijication of
Irelantt! The lessons of the lDtervention of the United. Nations (in reality
the tli-s-Unitett Nations) in Cypn:s, the Cong6, the Midd.Ie East, where not one
of the problens has been solved., is lost on the leadership of the 'rprorj-siona Is. "

fhe only way to under:nine the power of British Imperialisn and their
capi.talist allies North antl South of the Border, as the only way of bring'ing
about real unity, is through class unity. The election of Sernaaette
Devlin, on the basls of an astoundiag 9?71 turnout and the vote of 5'OOO
Protestant farre"s and workers, demonstlates the vay f onard for the working
class. hrt for it to be guaranteed of long-term succeBs, it nust be
channelled thmugh the organised Iabour Movenent. fhe suggestions of a

"broad alliancefi outsiale the ranks of the organised Iabol].r Movement ig
d.oomed to sterility. Only by the coning together of the Northeln Ireland
Iabour Party, and the Irish Iabour Party, actively participated in by the
l{arxists on the basis of a socialist progranme and linked in action to the
British Iabour Movement lroulal it be possible to begin to break dot'n the
Catholic-Protestant syndrone of the last half-century.

PERSPECTIVES

In the short term, Brltish Inperialisn will have no atterDative but

to press ahead. with the process of ireforts't j''e' the endiug of the nost

blatant discrioination apinst the Catholic population' It has warned the

rj,ght wing of the llnionlit larty of the consequences of any dlagging of feet
on this is sue.

In the event of a right wlng take over by Craig or Paisley' the

British nrling ctass has abEady a4iocated the suspension of the Constitution
.na air""t mie ftm \./estminster' "1'lr. Maudling anA the rest of. Britain
*y fr"rr" to accept that Ulster cannot soLve its problems antl that the
Stl:mont systen roust be wound up" Gry!g!.) --The 

vaue threats of a

Uni.versal 
-Declaration of haependence nade by Mitchell and l{egtr



In the meanti-me' while on the one side makixg concessions' it is
also preparing to cone dovn heavily both on the Republicans and the UYF ir
necessary. Ore rtreform't urgent Iy pressed. by the bourgeors lress is the
buildin8 of a new plison to accouoodate 'rthe increase i the prison popul-
ation'r. Over 300 have been arrested in the past two months alone.

Or the basis of rtphysi-cal force" alo e, the Blltish Aroyr with 1ts
superior forces and flre power will win hands dovn. llha t the capi.talistg
w:iu be poverless against is working class unity organised on the basis of
a Marxist ,ir.ogranme and. a ppeal j-ng to the "workers in uniform" in the
Sritish A::my. But the Republi.cansr the "Left" and right, by their
actions and propaganda, are, it seens, d.ete:mined to prevent this coming
abqrt. It has come to be expected that the right wing I'provisiona 1s'r
vould rel\rse to apleal to the Sritish troops but how to explain the rriciors
chauvinis. of the 'rofficialrr Sinn Fein. In a leaflet circulated in lerry
lrhich appeals to Catholic workers rrD0NrT IBATERNISE'!, individual troops
ale d.escri-bed as 'rnurders, intinidators, looters, oppressorsrr. Ihe
'rUnited Irishman'r cal"ied a similar article.

This is calculated to'drive the Brj. tish troops IUrther into the
arlns of the reactionary officex caste. I{ost of the troo.Ds cone from
sixnllar backgrounds, soxoetimee fron worse sociar conalitions, as the workers
they face on the streets of Der:y and. Belfast. If a class appeal vas
nade, jrcluding the demantl for III rights for servicemen then the xank andfile soldier would be won to support the struggle for vorkers e power bothin freland and. Sritain" It is a neaeure of iie tiegenelation oi theticomrunistrr Party leadership that it can sc ni.seducate its ranks that thi-skind of p"opaganda caD be d.isenj.nateat by thm. fhey f orget the hj;to;of the comruniet Party on the issuei oire of the leaders or tue lritish"uP, Campbell, was errested in L9Z4 for making a class appeal to troopsi

The Catholic r.rorkerg also will turIl against those who merely
:rovoke one fn-ritress v-iolent confrontati.on aiter another rrith the inny.

CI,/4SS CONTRADICTIONS WITHIN PAISLEYTSM
But British capitalism and any nev-fangled oliberal,r type of capitai-ist larty which it brings into being rr,ilI be incapableof solving theproblems of Jobs, housing, education and a rising living standard for the
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the supporters of Craig, as laughable as they are to the British bourgeoisiet
nevertheless, indicate the lrreverslble split within the Unionist Party"
It hae forced. then to look towards the dismantling of the Unionist Party in
its old. form. lheir perspective ls for its reconBtitution or replacenent
by a traditj.onsl type of lrconservative" Party by involviag the Cstholic
bourgeoisie antl roitldle class within its ranks. Its realisation depends on

the tieveolment of the Sritish economJr and the possibility of resolvlng soure

of the wors t ecordrlic il1s of Northern lrelan<I.



rrorking class of Nortrrern freian<i.

Neither can ?aisleyrsn offer any way forward. for hotestant and
Catb.lic vorkers. In the short te]m, maj-nly as a result of the actions of
the Catholic bigots, it uiu p"obcbly continue to gror,r iJI strength. trlon
the crisis within the Unionist ?arty, Paisley will pick up some support.
But under the pressule of eventg the ciass dirrislons ui thln the Paisle.yite
Eovement will come to the fore. The clever deaagory of Paisley agalnst the
Itarigtocrats" at the toD of ti're Unioniet Party has paid off in the short
te!"o but uiII rebound on hin at a later stage.

In conditions of econonic crisis, the hotestant workers u:! 11 be
looking fo! sooething roore tangi-ble than leligious ranting. In that situationt
and even before then, Paisleyrs position amongst the Protestant worke?sr can
be undernined by the labour Movenent fighti4 on a class prograrure. tr?on
the point of view of the British bourgeoisie, they rvish to keep Paisleyt
like Powel1 in Srltain, as a reserye weapon for the future. But if any
3tteBpt is nade to openly chauenge 1ts positj,on now then they are prepared
to deal vith Paisley as lrith Right',"/ing Republlcans.

Neither wilJ. any section of the Southern kish capitalist class be
able to liberate them socially or bring about the unity of the country which
vouid benefit them. The crisis in the North has brought to the surface all
the festering sores within Southern society" A clisis of confidence within
the ranks of the capitah-st class has ,'].eveloped as a result of the events in
Northern Ireland and" the unprecedented upswing j-n the power and cohesion
of the Southern r+orking class. The Southern lri-sh workers have presently
the highest strike reciro. in Western Europe. Eere as well as in the No?th

the pattern set by the stluSgle against Britigh irperialisn and the cilril
tr/ar is breaking dom. -o' newfy sirengthened labour Party, for:oally 3dl'"ti'g
to the idea of a rrl'Iorkerst Redrblic" (ut aenlea in practi'ce by the labour
f..a"i" ) has taken shape. fulttrer upheavals in the North will exerclse
a eranatic irrfluence 61 ths South and vice-versa'

Developnents in both areas will leact on Brit&in and conversely the

gathering stozn here ,iii t" ieflecteii in North and South Ireland' The

hitish dock strike, ,nictr pro'oked the active support of Protestant anil

Catholic worke s' to "*,ti"" 
tt'e blacklegging which was carried on between

irrJ"rl"iti, oi lreiand' and scotlandr is an augu? cf these develor'Dents'

BACX fO COI//'TOLLY, TTELLOWES AIID ilANX$il
In the course of these d'eveloplents the ideas of l4amisn will flntl

a greatel and Sreater resionse vithj'n the Iabour I'lovement' A tried antl

tested tendency will t" a!""fop"a fron the youth' in palticulart. who have

been lr@ptea to reatscoilr-trri ia""" of connoly, Mellowes and. the )4afxists

iy- {f.ri- ft"itn"rn Irelan. "*pfo"io". 
The ultra-ieft inpatience which marli-

.feated itself in tfr" "rrii!-ito, tf'" f'torr" Party in the past nust be avoideil

1?.



if the saae mistakes are not to be reDeated.

Orly by thj-s neans, by formulatlng a clea! Marxist perspective and
prograrme along the lines of that proposed by the nerry Young Socialists can
the age-o1d povertyr misery antl dlvlsion of Ireland be ended. fhis
prog?aDme entailing the denanil for the nationalisation of the big nonopolies
und.er ilenocratic control and management by the producers thenselves, the
wirudng of the sEa1l farmers to the idea of a planned. socialist econony
thro:gh the guarantee of chesp credits, fertilisers and cancellation of their
Cebts to the banksp would usher iD a leriod of peace and plenty for the
workers both sides of the 3roder.

A Socialist United Ireland wqrld break the pattern of centuries:
instead of 'rexporting" her best sons through unemploy[entr etc. the idea
')f change, of the socialist transforoation of society, would be the message
ihat rrould go out to the intemational Iabour Movement. Such is the
'lerspective and plograrome which Irish Marxists will be fightine for in the
tumultuous period ahead.
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The Eathering $torm
in Russia

Every totalitarian regC-oe is by its verTr natura a regi-lte of crisis,
an exnressj-on of class deadlock. fhe Stalinl.st bureaucraoy in Russia,
l{hich oveltulned a1] the Dolitical rights won by the revolution, owed its
power after the betrayal of the revolut ion in the t{est, to the exlstence of
objective barriera yhlch stood. in the vay of the realisation of the uorkerB I

lnternationa list air[s - the isolation of the workerg t state, and the herit-
aga of cul-tural backwsrtlnes8" Despite the alead.rreight of bureaucrati.sm,
the planned econooy achieved historically unpleced.ented ad.rrancee " 3ut
every social and. ecolllomic ad.vance further i-ateusified the inconpatibillty
of Russlars political aleformations - a ghastly reLic of the clasg oppressj.on
of the past - rrith its soclal basls, whlch reasins the model for Mankindt s
future. EverT step fornard further undeminee the founttatlons of Stalinien
and plunges it deeler into crisls. The experlence of the last few yeare
clearly und erlines thia.

THE 1964 COUP
Brezhnev and Koeygin uere brought to porer in the coup of October,

1!54, againet a ba clcground. of emergency. Wiltr ttre ""r"r-yeri ptan (t95g-65)
drawing to a close, the tempor€ry benefits of Kh?ushcbevr s clecentra lisation
polj,cy had. long since been off8et by itq inherent contraaiictions. The
growing coBplexlty of the econcny caEe more and nore into conflict ulth the
bureaucratic stnrcture, The rise in the industrLal prod.uc t i.,ri ty of laboux
vas ineTorably slouing ttoyn (fron 6.5fi p.a. fn t) 56 -5O to 4.5rt p... it
196L-65), and al though in comparison vith capitalist growth this figurcis still consistently superiorr_ productivity rernained only ,,40-5gya, o,
that of the USA" Betueen )6 and,5@ of production was waeted.
I;600 nillion roubl,esr uorth of productive plant lay idle in the RSISR
alone" Ealf of all journeyee were perfomed by enpty lorries. Sometjlee
as na4y as thirty offlcj.als I signatures were required. to agree upon siDp1e
rationalisation procedures, and thele were countlsgg ingtancea of deraye of
three, five oT eight yeare ia effecting such plans. Many industrial
indLces fell vell short of target, and agri.cultural output rose by only
14% in seven yeare. continued vactllation in econonl'c arral soclar policy, antl
the clacking open of the interzlationaL nonollth (in particular, the split
)+,

by Roger Silyerman
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with China ) had discredited the authorit). oi' the CPSI}, strikes and local
uprisings were breaklng outr and the pro+ess of disillusion among the
youth had begun"r

The nelr "coflective leadership" hoped 1,o reverse the slide into
d.isaster by adopting refofins that'""ou1d. o-/ercoae all the chaos and. incom-
petence inevitably associated with bu::eaucratism i,rithout actual relinqulsh*
ising any part of the ruling caste0s pouer a1ld privileges. Ihey intended
to achieve this by slightly shifting" the emphasis fron the state official-
don to the ,arragerirl sectlon of the bureaucr€cy" At consecuti-ve Plemrms
of the Central Comlttee and at the 23rd Congress of the CPSU (nefa in
llarch, 1)66), decrees r,rere i.ssued bringlng industry under the Leibeman
system, whereby managers were to be reward.ed accordi,ng to the profitability
of their enterprises. Greater emphasls was to be placed on the production
of consuBe} goodsr and gl+tteling p:'omises were made of I'a westeral standard
of living by 1!/0". More was to be spent on agri-culture withi-n the
current five-year p::an (L956-?A) than in the previous twenty yearsr in a

massive effort to raise the count"ysid.e s,bo-re the cultural level of the
nineteenth century. fhe emergenoe of this ncodest tean of efficient face-
less technocrats aroused the hopes of the population"

THE NEW CFIS/S

Today those hopes 1ie in ashes. Eblfway through the final year
of the ptan, the 24th iarty Congress (due to be held in Uarch 1970) has
been postponed for at least a y-ar. Fear of puhlic scrutiny forced Stal'in
in his day to hold no Congress at aI1 between 1939 and 1952, and l[ao
between l-957 and' 1969, but so discredited has the regime become thet today
it dare not temporise without incurring the anger of the masses, A roajor
factor in its decislon to delay the Congress is uncertainty on the pri'n-
ciples underlying the new P1an, in the l ight of the performance of the
current one.

Agricuftural productivity was to have grown by 4q*L!5/" over the
last five years, but today after severe hurricanes and drought the ag1licul-
tural crrsis is worse than before" Tne 1968 grain h-arvest was Jf nillion
tons short ot the L966 record, and in 1969 g?a in output fell by )"2T" j-nstead.

of rising ly 5.t7i as Iai"d down in the plan. fhis year a disastrous Srain
harvest is expected, in some regions reaching only 5A/, ot target. Live-
stock reserves have actually faflen over the last fi ve years, owing partly
to the shortage of feed.. Brezhnev has adrltted to the Central C@ittee
that rrfarm supplies are falling far behind the ga'ow ing needs of the PoP-
u1ation.... fhe situation in g::ain production stil1 d.oes not satisfy us.
The amount of vegetables and fnrit being €trolm is inadequate ' As we aLI
know, the demand of the PoPu lation for livestock producer bslecially meatt

is not being satisfied" by far'r. Ir'4rere Stalin rejected the PolicY of
gradually raising the cultural level of the peasantry and col]ectivisa tion
by example, and instead indulged 1n the lu.natic adventure of collectivisation
at bayone t-pointr his suceessors, faced wj-th an emergency, adoPted long

xtr'or details see tt3ureaucratism or Workers t Power'r '



WASTAGE AND CORRUPTION

l{e predicted in rrBureaucratisn or Vorkers t Porverrr that "ag with
every other. tuist-and turn in the past, for a year or two the new (Lleber-
nanist) syeten will undoubtedly correct certain anoealies and produce
inpressive statistics. Btrt, again as at every time in the past, initial
progress wlll come to an end. as new anomal-ies are createtl. As the managere
get to knou all the loopholes, a new spate of swindling and corauption will
reslrl.t, aixed this ti-me vith the bungling assoclated vith the clumsy multi-
plicity of supen-isory bodies that have been resuEected. fron the era of
centraliseil ninisterial control," This predi,ction is borare out. Tlee
twin erils of wastage and pilfering have not been checked. The despeEte
attenpt by the central bureaucracy to bribe and spur the lesser parasites
by combining certain monolithic features with liberal concessions to the
nanagers has g'iven then the lrorst of both worlds. lrhe rate of growth of
labour productivity - the crucial index of social ad.vance - has not leached
its target. fhe production of consumer good.s is not keeping pace with
d.emand, antl contrrry to plan lnports have risen fron Eastern Europe.

fn Decenber L)6), Brezhnev sent an urgent letter to the xoajor fact-
ories and collective fa:ms, clting the disastrous expe?ience of the t}'umen
natural gas on which a1I the heavy ind.ustry of the Urals depends. In L965
the Government had ordered the building of a coropressor station to naintain
the leveL of underg?ound Dressure, r*hich was seriously dininishing after
years of exploitation. Nearly five years fater, work had. not started.,
and the station will nou be useless because of the continued reduction ln
pressure. [his deals the key Ura]s eonplex a body bLow. In the oi1 and.
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te]m neasures that would take at least a generation to achieve results - and
then failed to inxplenent them. The consequence is that with nore than )d"
of the population uorking on the 1and, there is still a chronic food short-
age, uhife in the USA the "surplus" food produced. by 5% or 57l of the popul-
ation is destroyed. The Soviet econony pays heavlly for agricultural
backwardness; ever1r year n,lltions of workers and stud.ents are sent into the
fields, the prices of food and raw materials stay highr and precious foreig'n
e]tchange is consumed in jioporting the bafance.

The perfo:mance of industry j-s al-so disappointing. It is true that
if we take the figures for 1958 (the tast available), industrial output has
risen by 4lf since 1954 - compared, to 25% in the USA and. 11% in Britain.
Ttre nationai rncorne (net :raterial oroduct) has risen pt )4y'", uhich would. at
first sight look less than the Ameri,can fiSure of 387, until one takes into
account the enormous rate of inflation in the USA - at constant narket
prices the fLglre is 22%. Ttrus the planned econony continues to assert 1ts
overwhelming superlority over capitalist anarchy. But if we exarnine the
d.ense bureaucratic resistance it has to come up against' we can appreciate
the tremendors potential speed. of development that could. be realised on the
basis of workers I manag€ment.



ga8 ind.uBtries, a shortage of tubes and lorries is holding back the constluct'
ion of pipelines, so that for the firgt t i:oe the USSR and. Eastera Europe are
are having to lnport oil frm Iran anil Algeria. A Sovlet preBs report
criticlsing everJr aspect of the oil industry significantly oomplained that
"rigs are sited i-n convenient spots to eara a quick drilllng bonus regarilLess
of the likelihood of strikin€i oil". In March L959, a najor overhaul of the
fiaanciel and credit systen was announced r reveralng the tendency to alecen-
trslise investnentr and 1n June a decree ha lving the number of sites startea
in I9?0 

"efeffed. 
to ttchronic delays and uastaS€r in the oonstructlon industr'3r

A neu Bteelvorks rras bul1t in April 1!5!r in Cherepoveter 300 ailes north of
Moscov, whlch will depend on or€ and coal to be suppied by an ovelland route
stretchlng over 21000 and 11000 milee respectively.

Ehe roonunental blund€rs of centrali'sed bureaucratisn have been
accapanied by the outri.Sht fltldllna alvays arising fro decentralised
bureaucratlsn. In July L9?0, a fu11-gcale investiSation was snnoruced into
rrgross financial abusesi' by the nanageme[t of a bulldozer plant at Chelyebind(
in the Urals, uhlch had inflateat its output figurea by nearly 01 ni1llon.
other plants ver€ aLso sald to be inpllcated. Ttre Chai:man of the State
Sankr the Head of the Central Statisticsl Bureau, and the I'[j.niste" of
Constructionr Elghray and Comunal Uachine-BulldinSr uere all pub11c1y
reprinanded for such 'tirregulariti-esrr in their tlepartrnents.

AlreaAy scapegoats are being sought. lltre Times reported that the
refo:me vere tuorklng uellr' but that they vere rrsuffering Bainly fro@ the
failings of indivitlual persona uho ale to be alealt rith partly under the
nen prblitc dlscipllne canpaig7rrr. Brt stelinlsE inevitably encourages the

"failings of individual pe?sons,r, and the retreat to a new {public allBcipline
canpalgrr" is a confessi-on that the refo:me have failed to iniect ner life
into the anachronistic hierarchy. In 1970, fifty three yeara after the
soclalist revolution, such ie oublic morale that failures ar€ blaEeal on

'rabsenteeism and al-Ooholign'r, the pollce and judiciaty are been instructed
to "dea1 nore severely uith People uho refuse to wotk" and to 'rtake a mole
serlora vierr of cases of bribery uhich come before th@'!r and to renove

Bureaucratism or:1,"X;;lX and

Workers'Power rED GRANr'
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rloa{ers'r antl other 'rviolations of the social orderrr. fhe 1aw courte
are increasj,ngly beconing concerared vith labour problms, and a nen labour
coale threatens to deprive unsatisfactory workere of housing and holitl,ay
senices. As the canpaigp Sgthers momentuo; the trGB has been given back
one of the dreaded names it bore under Stalin - the ylyn - and the dmzhinniki
(vo1untary niliti.a) ha.,'e been brought back frcm Party to police controlr aB

under Stalln.

[tre inteErati.onal authority of the Soviet regime has further
d.eteriorated. Relations lrith ghina have gunk to the 1evel of bitter antl
bloody clashes around the com[on frontlerl whereas for Ma]rrists and
interantiona lists the vely eristence of national bounala"ies is a relic of
i-Eperial,ism. No clearer proof could be found than these events of the
nationalist garochialism of both the Russian and the Chinese Stalinists.
Even rnore catastrophic was the j.nvasion of Czechoslovakia - an event which
exposed the true basis of the new, sulposed.1y "liberal'r reg"ime ' Just as
decisively as the nassacre of the hrngarian political revolution in 1956
exposed. the supelficiality of Iirnr.shchev t s denunciation of Stalin. [he
significant difference is that Stalinismts hold is now so unstable atld
precarious that the intervention was need.ed at a nuch earlier stage. !,iven
the nild reforrs of the Czochoslovak Gmulkas and Li.eber@ns threatened to
upset the delicate equilibriurn, and ignite the powd.er-keg of critj.cisro in
the USSR. This exptains the insistence of Shelest, the illcainian Party
1ead.er, on fi]t action as a varaling to dissialent elenents at hme. Even
the Soviet prog?amre for the "integration'r of the econ@ies of Easterr
Europe on an authoritarian basis centred in Moscot has now cooe under such
persistent oppositlon from Czechoslovak, Ifungarlan and Polish bureaucracies
that a meeting of Cotrmunist Parties of the C'G4,1C0N bloc had to be postponed
several- times.

THE REGIME AT THE CPO.SSPO/DS
Once again the ruling faction of the bureaucracy is gripped in dead-

1ock. One bLoc centred. around Shelepin (once head. of the KCSI now in control
of the trade uni.ons ), sr:s-Lov (the hack theoretlcian left over from Stalints
time), and l,Ia zurov (tne regimets rising star) is renorted. to have isgued a
tlocunent demanding a halt to the refoms. The grotirg ]lst of unc@pleted
projects, the ct..rtical snortagesr tne unusa ole products r the delaysr the
coruption, and the wastage, have put the whole new line in ieoparaly, A
clear sJmpt@ of the bureaucracy I a inilecision and paralysis of uill i8 the
aEbivalent attitud.e to it8 ovn traditj.ons. Oe the one hand, the 1968
ealltion of the History of the CPSU containeal only forr references to Stalin
(ttrree of them unfavourable ); on the other, Professor Kopelev was expelled
flm tho CP for warning in an Austrj,an CP jounral that j.nJluential pressure
was at work to gain the rehabilitation of Stal,ln, a recent war filn includetl
a syopathetic portrayal of the "vise Genera lissirno't, an(l Trotslcy I s ideas
I.ere attacked by nane in a recent nov€I.

. The constant ?ig-?ags in eoonqnic policy; the reneateal re' falsific-
ation of historyi the sharp lurches in genera 1 policy a6ainst rrthe personal-
)8.



ity cu1t", then against 'tvoluntarisn and sub j ect j-vi-sm'r, and no dorbt shortly
against "netty-bourgeois adventurism'r or so,ne such label.; the crescendo of
personal abuse between various national Stalinist leadersl the Srowth of a
multirlicity of rtnational roads" to sociali$oi the bloody crines in Hungary
and. Czechoslovaklal the tend.ency tolrards economic anal social stagnation;
the blatant careerisn and. sycophancy at every 1eveIi the propagandists t cheap
opDortunism in playina on every bach.rard urejudice and goiling the banner of
I"iiixi sro and the'OciobEr Revoluiion; all the6e factors have tarnj.shed the
leaderst image in the eyes of the nasses. And wherever direct channels of
popular expression are tlockedr the massest aspiratioDs becme refracted through
the prism of literature. [hat is why relations betueen the ruling clique
and the wr'iters have always been a crucial issue.

Aftet 1956, Khrushchev delibe?ately consolialstod his position against
those diehard Stalinists who by their unsubtle and provocative attitude
threatened the gurv-iva 1 of the whole caste, by alLouing the pubLication of'a
certain anount of critical literature. An inportant exanple is the novel
"One }ay in the Life of Ivan nenisovichrr by Solzhenitspr, which was based. on
his experiences in a labour canp ftq L945 to 1955. Ilowever, the regime
gingerly r,ralked the tightrope betveen conplete li.cence - whj-ch could have
openea tne flood.gates io mass aliscussion and an end to totalitarianisn - snd'
cnrde repreesion - r'hich voulil push influential unofficial voices into direct
opposition. Ihe nev leadership, hovevar, hoped to c@bj-ne refom uith
r-pression. In the context of econonic refo:mg which would raise the rosssed
!0aterial velfare, a firm policy towartls a recalcitrant ninority of inte1l-
ectuals might for a time be feisible. Ifuznetsov (the emlgre write! who'
incidentally, betrayeal soDe leaaling writers to the police i-n order to obtain
pemission to travei abroad) described literary policy as followsr rrlf
Stalin is on top, then plaise Stalin. If they order people to plant naizet
then write about maize. If they decide to expose Stalinrs crimes, then
expose Stalin. -{nd uhen the stop criticj.singr you stop too'rt Against the
,.ality of econonic failures, and the groying appetite of the nasses for
control over the offlcialdon, this policy was alooned.. trbon the inalividual
ples fot artigtic freedomr'the embryo of a naes opposition has been formed''
fighting for a free pless, the right of association and alemonstration, the
impleroentation of all the lights noni.na l1y granted in Stalints 1936 Constit-
ution - a proSrarme nhich will lead directly to the tiemand for a return to
vorkers I denocra cy.

Ihe events listed belou d.enonstrate that ths persecution of the
opposition in todayts cond.itions have only accelerated its growth. [he
leadershi-p has lost the al,legiance of a uhole stratum of intellectuals,
students, writers, scientists. SectioD,s of the bureaucracy itself have been
drawn into the wake of the novement - a phenmenon that has marked every
anti-Stalinist stmggle fron Ifungaly to Yugoslavia. fut the ominous nean-
ing of these events is understood only too well by the regi-ne: in Russia
today as in the d.ying years of Tsarisnr as in Eungary in 1956, as in trbance
in 1968, as on the eve of every xevolution in historyr behind the revolt of
the intelligent8ia there lurks unmistakably the spectre of the lrorking claas.
Discontent anobg the authorities I hireal thinkers is the first arti-culation of
the g?oundsuell in society, the expreseion of the stifletl subteEanean
und.ercurrents of criticlslo among the urasses.

)9.



The following diary shovrs the grouth of the opposltion.

THE GROWTH OF THE OPPOSITION
JanuarXr, 1967 - A number of yorng lriterB (Ginzburgr Galanskov, Debrovolslgrl

and their typist Iashkova ) were arrested. for producing the
und.erground publication |tPhoenix 65r', which proteeted at

the imprj.sonnent of Sirlvavs\r and naniel for publishing works in the ltest.
Ihese arrests prcmpteti a publio demonstration in Moscour at uhich three young
intellectuals (Bukovs4y, Delaney and Kusherov) uere thenselves arrested.

Itay, 196? - Ihe C6ngssss of the Writerst Union vas boycotted by the cele-
brated. vriters Yertushenko and. Voznesensky and. even $rrenlurg
in protest at the sentences of Si.nyavs\r and. Ilaniel. Solzhen-

itsJm was forbitlden to attend even as an observerl but nevertheless he
nanaged to circulate an open letter to alelegates, attacking the Unionrs
leaders for conDlicity in the I'medieveL ara:hronisn" of censorshipr and for
neglecting 1n the Dast to defend the slx hundred lnnocent 'rriters uho feLl
victim to Stali.nre purges. More than eighty leading writers publicly
associated the!0se1ves with his Letter "(omsonolskaya Pravda", the official
d.aiIy paper of the Young Coromnrnist League, publisheil an attack on the theatre
censorship.

September, 1!6f - Brkovslry and the othe! two appeared at a secret trial.
fhe transcript was leaked out by Pave1 Litvinovr a
nathematician and. grand.son of the late Soviet IoreiSn

Mirdster. Brkovslry had twice been incarcelated in a mental hospj-tal - a
ghoullsh penalty favoured by the KGB because it obviates the neetl for a
trial. In 1962 he had been thus plrnished for publ,j.shing a clandestine
jorrnal, and again in L965 for organising a denonstration against sinyavsky
and Daniel l s areat. At this trial, which -,la s helal seven months af ter hie
arxest, he conducted. a spirited defence, based on the So\riet Constitution
which nonj-naI1y Suarantees Soviet citizens |tthe right of street pxocessions
and. denons trations'r and secures then their rights by rrnaking available to
uorkers and. their organisations printing facilitiesr supplies of paper,
public buildings and streets'r (Clause 12!). the judge incessantly inter-
rupted his speech, and. despite the illegality of his arr€st he nas sentenced
to thr€e years I im.prigonment.

Novernber, 1967 - [he first of a series of trials was held in Lening:radl
the Ulaainer Sverdlovsk, Tomek and' Irkutsk, of menbers
of an organj-sation which, a lthougtr it apparently had sooe

religious overtonesr canpaigned above all for a 'tSocialist republic "/ith a

freely elected Presldent and. Parlianentrr. At this and. subsequent trials
i-n l,tarch and April 1958' defendants were i-nprisoned. for up to fifteen years'

In the Ukra ine there was also the trial of Chomovil,
an officfuI of the I(omsomol (YCL)' fo! his conduct at the time of the triaLs
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of Ukralnian natioaaiists i"n Spring 1!55. Campaigners against the pol.icy
of forced Russifi-cation were i-nprisoned. for up to si-x years, and protest
demonstrations vere held in Kiev and. Lvov. Chornovil had. refused to test-
i.fy against a lecturer, and had written a 20r 000-word report of the proceed.-
ings" .A.t his or.rn trial, he, like Bukovslcy, quoted the Constitution in his
or,rn defence, and cond.eoned the practlces of the KGB in tappir€ teleptrones,
opening mail, searching horaes, and holding secret tri-als. He r.ra s imprisoned.
for eighteen mcnths "

-Feb:r:a4r, 1!58 - A leaflet signed by Litvinovl Grigorerko, llrs. DanieL
and the historian Yakir (son of the famous General lrho
uas executed in 1940) was distributed at the i.nternational

conference of Conouni,st Parties. Ninety nlne mathematicians published a
protest at the confinement of Yesenin-Volpin in a nental hospital. Twenty
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necenber, 1957 - Nearly a year after the arrest of Ginzburg and the othere,
forty four people incLudj-ng Li-tvinov and. Danlelis wife
signed a petition demanding that their trial be held in

public. More than one hundred people, including the nathenatician Yesenin-
Tolpin (son of the popular poet) issued a public plotest at the delay i.n
bringing them to trial. 180 intellectuale add.resseal an appeal to the
Supreme Soviet for freedon of the Press. l,itvinov d.efiantly sent abroad the
the transcript of Bukovs\r I s defence speech, together with a recortl of the
sird-ster warnings made to him in private conyersation by a KGB official.

January, 1!58 - Aftel a year of KGB pressure to extract falee confessions,
Ginzburg and. hi-s associates were at last brought to tria1.
It lras held in secret. Relativee of the accused

courageously nassed details of the trial to foreign correspondents at a press
conference, Debrovols\r, a convert to Christlanity who had been confined i,n
a mentaf institutj.on and had given way to police pTesaure, testj,fied. against
the others, accusing them of contact with the reactionary NTS. In an
rrappeaf to worcld pub11e opinion'r, Litvinov and PIrs. Daniel complained that
fake evidence was presented and that evid.ence rras suppressed showing that
Dobrovolsky was a police provocateur. fhey said. that the courtroom was filled
vith f,GB men and druziri-nnlki, vho "shouted., jeered., and. insulted the accused
and witnessesl. The triaf was 'rin vlolation of the nlost important principles
of Soviet 1av .., a stai-n on the honour of our State ... no better than the
celebrated trials of the 1930s which involved us in so rauch shame and so much
blood that we have still not recovexed frorn theror'. All the d.efenclants were
imprisoned, and. Ginzburg who had been in and out of prison since I!50 was
sentenced to seven yearsr hard l"abour. Forty three people sigzred. a protest
at the secrecy of the tria1, i-ncludlng the writers Aksyonov and _rrkhmadulina
and the scientists ',y'eissberg and Shafarevich, and. also i4ajor-General
Grigorenko. The latter_uas formerly at the tr5ru.nze ,Iilitary Acad.emy, and
had been dismissed in 195L for criticising the censorship, tourageously
opposed the regi[re, and in 1954 was incarcerated in a mental hospital for
ii?o yeers. I'ifty two nore writers protested at ttle eentences. Litvlnov
was d.ismissed from his job.



tuo nore Hriters, including the veteran Paustovsky, added their names to the
protest at the sentences on Ginzburg and galanskov'

March, 1!58 - Six members of the conmunist Party vere expeIled, including
Ginzburg I s lawyer and ?rofessor Kopelev (see above,'

Apri1, 1!68 - There were more than twenty expulsions from the CP in I'Ioscow,
Leningrad and Akad-emgorod. I'{any people were expelled from

the Artists! Union - and thus deprived of their livelihood -
and the Moscow branch of the \'/"iters t Union in a purge of

trvOluntary defenders of renegadesrr i-nvestlgated tlrenty two of their menbers.

May, l)68 - 800 Crimean Tartars arrived in Moscow to denand' an inquiry
into the pliAht of their nationality, but vere arested and
transported out of the capital. In lGy, 1944r the entire

crimean Tarta! community had been branded. with the accusation of collabor-
ation with the Nazis and deported in closed cattle-trucks, in the heat of
sumner, to Central Asia. Thei" republic was abolished, their houses
d.emolished, their cemeteri-es ploughed. up, and all their books destroyed:
According to their or'rn estinates t 46ii of then died of tbirst or suffoca tion
on the jorrney, although accolding to official statistics " only 22fi' pelished'
After the denunciation of stalin Ln 1955 they began to agitate for rehabil-
itation, a d.emand only finally granted. in September, 1957. At, that ti-ne
there were 63? tooo Tartars in Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan, and some in
Tadjikistan. fheir rehabilitatlon followed. that of t}]e 75O,OOC
I(aliucks, Chechens, Ing:,shi, Balkars and. Igrachais (Caucaslan nationalities)
and the 600,000 members of the Vo18a Gernan comtrunity. When 61000 llaltars
claimed their rights by going to their forrner honeland in the Crimear only
two fanilies and three bachelors were pemitted to settle there. Ihe
canpa ign was reneved.. On Lenints birthday in Apri1, ),)68, a d.emonstration
was held- near Tashkent conmemmorating his assistance in founding the crinean
llartar republic after the revolution. ftle demonstratlon uas dispersed by
police and troops, and there were several arrests. The deputation a:flested
in Moscow was accused. of 'ranti-Soviet agitation and propagandal ' llhen
Genexal Grigorenko appeared as a defence witness at their tri-41 sone months

1ater, he wis hix.seli a*ested, and thls prom.ted. further deroonstratlons and

arrests. Similar demonstrations have been held by the Ingushi and' Mesh-

khet j-an peopLes.

,lune, 1958 - Yahimovichl Cha i:man of a Istvian collective farm' wrote to
the central Cormittee demanding an amnesty for all politioal
prlsoners. Ee was instantly disnissed' d'espite the fact that

he had recently been publicly praised for his vork j-n the press, and expelled
f"om the CP.

July, 1958 - Grigorenko,
delivered a

supporting
danger of invasion. The

Yahinorrichr the r'riter Kosterin' and two others
letter to the Czechoslovak Enbassy in Moscow

he reforms in Czechoslovakia and. warning of the
, a bi-monthly under-

t
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It lras at this time that another mothod of muted critici-sn cane und.er
attacks utra t the Ministry of Culture condeoneal as [the artificial mod.ern-
l-sation of classical plays, in lrhich the cliticism of social defects is
re-directed at our societyr'. In one production of a I'Ioliere p1ay, the
actors in an unscripted passage faII on their lcnees before a waxen inage of
the King imploring him for pernisslon to continue the perfomance. rrWe

will not even tl1r to guesstr, comented the conserrrative journal 0gonvok,
rrthe allusione which the proalucer expected. to convey during these nonents.rl
The authorities reacted sensitively to a play about Galileors fight against
Eedieval obscurantism, and to another about the struggle api,nst Tsarism which
included the lines3 'tthere is no freedon of the pressr no freedon of speech'
no fTeedon of sci.entific researchir.

August, 1968 - T'he lawyer Gendler and. two engineers were arrested for
publishi.ng leaflets attacking Soviet policy toYard.s

Czechoslovakia. They uere inprisonetl for up to four years.

trb1lowing the j,nvasion, Litvinov' Mre. IanieL antl others d'enon-
strsted in Red Square and nere arre8ted. anal sentenoeal to long tems of exiIe.
Kuznetsov later declared that 'tthe i-nrra sion ehockeal the uhole of the Soviet
i-ntelllgent sia, the najority of whom were oppoeed to the Sovlet reg'ime ....
Many people in Russla wept during those nayslr

Anato)-y Marchenko uae i-nprisoned for a year, ostensibly for the
technical- offence of "visj-ting Moscow withcnrt the necessary resid.ence permit.'r
A Siberian building lrorker, Marchenko had been sent to Potma Iabour Canp in
l)60, at the age ot ?3, f ot rrhooligani.snrr. [he i-opa ct of his ordealr and
his contact with political prisoners who nere Btarved, beaten and. totmented,
nade him resolved to end.ure it all for the.sole nrrpose of telJ-ing the world.
that rrtotlayt g Soviet camps for poli.tj.cal prisoners are just as horrific as
in Stalinrg tLne. And everybod.y ought to larow atout j-t.ri &ulng his six
yearsr i-Eprisonnent he studied Lenin I s conplete works, and wag told on leav-
ing the carnp by an officer: rrf see youtve been read.ing lenin. Of course,
in general tb.atrs a gootl thing, but a1l the sane, with yo:r vieus I think
r*er1l be seelng you here again.rt 0!t his release, Marchenko clandestinely
published his trTestinonyl on conditions in the canp, and also joined the
protest against the invaeion of Czechoslovakia " In reality, it was for
these actions that he was imprisoned. ThiB was proved by the fact that
just before his sentence wag due to end in J'uly, 1969, he was sentenced. to
anothe! three years for 'rslandering the Soviet systeml while in the canp.
Ortsiale the courtrom, Marchenko I s friend Belgorodskaya ]eft a petition for
his release in a taxi. For thls ghe was herself sentenced. to a vea? in a
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labour canp for rrslandering the Soviet systenrr. Ttrere were denonstrations
in the court ag Marchenko and Belgorodskaya were sentenced.

Novenber, 1958 - fhe funera L r.a s held of the lmiter Kosterin, who ioined"
the 3olsheviks in 1915 at the age of twentyr antl li,ved
trcn 19)7 to L95) in one of Stalints labour camps. In

1958 at the age of seventy two he lesigned fron the CP rrto free nyse1f fron
party d.j,Boip1i.ne, whi-ch d.eprives Ee of the right to think'r. Ibving been
sentenced to three yearst inoprisoru0ent for his associati-on with the oppos-
ition novenent, he died j-n November. Grigorenko used. the occasion of the
funeral to denomcerrthe bureaucra cy which hides behind the mask of so-
called Soviet democracyrr .

Decerober, 1!58 - Ninety five intellectuals urote to the Supreme Soviet and
two daily newalxrpers protesting at the sentences neted olt
to Litvinov and. l{rs. naniel.

JannarXr, 1959 - L 2?-year-old Leningrad youth shot at a paraale of Soviet
cosmonauts in a futile gestule of alespair.

tr'ebruary, 115! - Grigorenko and Yahjrovich vere arrested for publishing
an open letter on the occasion of Jan ?alachrs suicj-d.e.

April, 1969 - Rips, a Jewish student in Rigar tried. to burn hi-nse1f to
death, but was saved and. arrested. The authorities hintetl
on his nationality, and talked of his rrabnorEal tsental

conditionir, but an undelg?ound leaflet claimed that rrhis nain public protest
wae against the occupation of Czechoslovakia'r. The Jewish radio eng:lneer
Kochubyevs\r who had been orourised the rigbt to enigrate to Israel was
iaprisoned for three years for 'rsland.ering the Soviet staterr.

Itay, 1969 - Fifty four intellectuals signed an rrappeal to the United
Nations C@nj"sslon for Eunan Rights'r expressing anxieties of
ria return to the Stalin era when our entire countr1r was

grippeil by terror". Although this action indicates their naivety and
confusion - j.t j.s significant that they made it clear that 'rnone of the
people conaterDned at the political trials we }orov about had. the a j.E of
slandering the Soriet systemr 1et alone of acting uith the intention of
uncle:mining it'r. This was reluctantly confj-med even by the reactionary
comentator Crankshav, uho admitted (0bserver, L4/L/68) that rrmany of them
are palty membelB and think of themselves as conrinced Comlfiunists. fhey
ale Soviet Patriots. They do not seek to overturn the systen, only to
Lmplove it.rr For their attenpts to forward this appeal, Grigorenlco and
Yahimov:ich were again arresteal, toeether with the Tartar gabay and the
altist Kusnetsov. The mathematician Burmistrovj-ch was j-nprisoned. for
distributing nateri.at written by Sinyavslql and }aniel.

June, 1969 - An open letter was ad.dressed by Yaki,r, Mrs. Gabay antt eigtrt
othels to an interflational neeting of Comnunist Parties
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appealing to then to "prevent the slni-ster ghost of Stalin from darkening our
future". tbom nithin the caups Danielr Galanskov, Ginzburg and three others
petitioned the Supreme Soviet to relax conditions. Ginzbu?8 successfully
staged a hunger strike for the right to many his fiancee"

0ctober, 1959 - A new letter to the UN was lrritten by Yesenin-Volpin,
gorba4yevska)ra, I(raesin, Mrs. Gligorenko and Yakir.

Novenber, 1959 - SolzhenitsJE uas arbitlsriLy expelled flon the Uritersr
Union, and a flood of neu lrotests fol1owed"

August, 1959 - The r.rriter Analrlk openly autholised publicatiqn of tuo
books in the l,Iest, ae a aleliberate challenge to the constit-
utionality of charges that this would protoke.

May, 1970 - As soon as Leni.n I g centenary was out of the way' the persecution
started again nith the detention of the outstandlng biologist
Metlvedyev in a psychiatric clinic, after attacking restlictions

on courmunications uith foreiSn scientists. Nine nonths previously he had
been aismissed fron his job as head of a rad.iolo8ical institute. on June Ist'
he was pronouncetl rrno:rnalrr but told he would be kept for a ueek "under
obselvation'r, Offi.cials at the I'tinlstry of Eealth in Moscow ordered that
he be subjected to a new exatrination, and on June 5th a tearo of doctors
ani,ved from the Serbslqf Instttute for the CriminalJ-y Insane, ineluding the
notorious Plofesso! L:nts uho hatl declared Grigorenko I'menta11y inconpetent".
Fifty famous scientj-sts protested at his 'rforcible hospitalisation for an
artllle on Soviet postal censorship"l and demanded that he be exanlned \r
d.octors frcB a civil and not a crilinal nental hoepital. Solzhenitsyn
organj,sed a campaig[ against this rtcluel antt arbitrary'r treatment. Finally
the authorities haal to release hjm, but he is sti1l unenployed'.

Ju1y, 1970 - An American television network broadcast a f1le made up of
!eel6 and tapes snuggled out of Rus8ia, made by Analrik, who
vas arresteil as a conaequencei Blkovs\r, who had iust been

releaged. after three yeals t hard' labour; Yakir, who has spent years i'n a
labour camp; and Ginzburg, whose contribution uas brolght olt of the camp

where he is stiLl confined. Despite their distaste for the distorted
propaganda that the West would make out of thie broad'castl they declded

ifr"i i"y channel avaitabLe shoula be uaed to bring the worldrs attention to
their struggle.

THE APPROACHING POLITICAL REVOLUTION
Rvely arrest and. every penalty provokes bigger riemonstrations and

draws nore people into the struggle. The movement has embraced Gene::a1s

and collective farm chaiEoen. The offspring of the top bureaucrats of the
past have lost their faith in the politic8I systen - either, like Litvinov'
joining the roovement of change' or, like Stalinrs rlaughter, treacherously
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deserting to imperialisrn. A Sovj-et press report in Apri1, 1970' entitled
rrDistu"bed. Youth" expresseC coneern that the nost tal'ented pupj-ls opt out
of creative r*ork at the age of fi-fteen or so. AU the I'eading writers and'

scientists, especially those under iorty, irave to some extent been affected
by the nOvemenl. &r every front - economic, litelary, historica], exterapl- -
the bureaucracy 1s in a hopeless impasse. To continue as at present is
unthinkable. To returar to the old method.s of stark terror is impossible
in the context of a sophisticated tecbnological econony which depends on a
skilted and. conflalent labour force. And yet in the long terro stalinisn is
incapable of providing any vay forward.

Meanr*hile, the bureaucra cy has pinned its last hope of concealing its
utterly restrictive economi.c role on the tactic of concludi-ng far reaching
agreemlnts with nonopo]ies frcm the impelialist countries. Deals have been

mad.e with Japanese ixoperialism to develop Eastem Siberlar and with West

Gemany, Italy anci 3rj-tain to build productive p1ant. f'he vast progralnme

of d.evelopment invoking imperiau,st fi:ms - in the constmction of mines
and. roads in the untleveloped but potentially tremend.ously rich expanses of
Easter,:a Siberi,a, Df a whole tange of engineering llant (includ.ing the biggest
Iorry factory in the world)' of electronic cmouter factories, of chenical
plani, etc., vith nonopolies like liat and Courtaulds sharing the narket wj.th
the most oowerful German and Japanese conDanj-es - will undoubtedly have a
beneficial effect on Sovj,et economic growth. To a large extent the {orst
effects of bureaucratic bungling end sabotage wj,1l be overcome for a period '
As the j-nmediate benefits cooe to an entl and. the olant is built' hor'rever,
the bureaucracy will become erposed. to a tenewed and. deeper crisis which
uill pose an even more urgent threat to its survival. On the basis of a
more advanced and complex econonJrr its stifling control will be even nore
harrnful than before.

It is an historical irony that Stalinism has been forced frmr its
d.lean of "Socialism. in One Countryrr and an autarchj.c self-suffi ciency' nore
and more on to the world narket, as Trots\r predictedr while iroperi-a li- sro

has rooved fron a policy of econmic blockade of Soviet Russia to an acconno-
dation with a bureaucracy which it knows offers no threat of revolution in
the Uest. :,Ihj.Ie the giant corporations of the I,Gst eye greedily the
expanding Earkets of the non-capitalist sector and scramble over one another
for lusrative deals, the bureaucracy can teroporarily mask its ovrn incompetence
by promoting the iroportation of new techniques into ttrose fields in which
the Soviet econom.Jr is lesg ad.rranced. It is fear of the l.rorking class - of
social revolution i-n the '.,Ies t and of politj-caL revolution in the East - that
brj-ngs inperialise and StalinisD huddU-ng together. The overthrow of one
would i-nmediately precipitate the downfa 1I of the other. That is why t
regard.less of their mutua I econonic contradictionsr each iias a stake in the
surviva I of the other.

&r1y the prog?anme of October can take society forlrard. The

Bolsheviks I safeguard.s against bureaucratiso - no offi-ciaI to be paiil
mo"e than a skilled worker, no Co@unj,s t to earn more than the aver€ge wage,
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all offlcials to be elected. uith the right of recall, no standing Aroy but an
armed people, all- the people to share in the process of adrj"nistrat ion, all
the functions of the State and the econonJr to be placed under deoocratic
uorkers I managenent through Soriet pouer - thege neasures on the basis of
todayte stantlard of civilisation and technique could be applied a thousand.
tirnee more effectively than in the terrible condltlonB of the first years of
the revolution. fhen the workers were a tirly proportion of the population,
plagued like the peasantry by Btarmtion, illiteracy and disease, uorking
iuperhuman hours in the struggle to produce subsistence oltputr deci.nated
by the ravages of civil war and fanine, dependent on the old adnj'nistrators
*iro ,er" hungxy for naterial confortsr and increasj.nSl'y disappointed 8t the
failure of the revolutlon beyond the boralers of the foroer Russian fupire'
loalay the political regene::ation of the revolution and the restoration of
Soviet denocracy uould. lelease the giSantic potentlal of socj'ety from the
shackles of Asiatic despotisn.

fhe a?Paritiou of ifungary, L955, haunts the bureaucracy' In
czechoslovskia the regLne installed by Ruesian tanks has no basis in society'
and it has not dared. to terrorise the population by means of a bloodbatht
ln the tradition of lfungazy. Poland., racked by economic contrad.ictions and.

no longer after- 1956 open to nationalist snokescreensr hae witnessed'
clenonslrations by thousands of stualents and young workers " Thousands of
industrial uorkers in East Oeruany marcheri in protest against the i'nvasion
of Czectroglovakia. Yugoslav stutlents in June, 19?0r staged a hunger s-trike
in solidarity with a thousand miners uho struck aftet..a 26/" yl-Se-- cut' No!'{here

i" n ii.r" 6rope, frou i'autocratic" East gernary to trliberal" Yugoelavia
caa be protected fr@ tha approachirg polltical stol:Ds'

In the USSR the workers have not yet spoken' llhen they dot they
riII ln the space of weeks and tlays sweep avay the IaBt and greetest
obstacle to a world transfomation of society' Just as the cU-mb of the
bureaucracy on to the back of the revolution mirroredl stage by stage, the

tri-unph of" counter-revolution in the l'Iest, so the Bharpening and' quickening
of the class struggte in the Wegt is Btrikj-ng an echo inside the Stau'nist
world. f'he htssian econony has outgrown the fetters of Stalinism' A

ner ag€ is datning East and Vest.
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to the stark repressr-o of the earLlr yeare of the trlanco reg1ne is impossible.
It would only provoke greater resiatance anong the workers. To roake con-
cessions is to open the flootlgates of revolution. Appetite comes with
eating. The workers r.,ai1d demantl even greate! concessions. that is the
dileona of the reg:ine.

It j.s only inertia that keeps the regime in being, plu8 the fears
of the n:ling class and the pet it -bourgeol sie. Already the Slanlsh "Iabolr!
tr?ont". the totalitarian joint "trade unionrr of enoloyers and workers, is
no mole than a fiction in industry. I?re illegal "workers I ccmmj-ssiona,r,
elected secretly by the workers, have the suDport of the ove*rhelEing
najorlty. Ihe ernnloyers are comnelled to negotiate "i11ega11y', vith the
vorkers I conmissions. In the recent period. the workers 'ri11ega11y,,
received higher wage rises than the officially promulgated state norm of
of the Spanish 'rprices ancl incomes'r policy. The emnloyers lrere conpelled
to concede thj,s and the 'rstate'r, i.e. the repressive fascj-st apparstus was
compelled to tul,rl a blind eve,

It is the accurnulation of incid.ents of this character which are
undemlnj.ng the hated. terror regiEe. Ihe aid given by Axoerican fiperialism
can now not even delay the procesa of alecay of the pover of trbanco. The
revenge of the worki-ng class and. of Socialj-sD is being prepaled. The nerc
8€neration of workers anal peasants is preparing to wipe out the stain of the
defeat of their fathers. this nov€ment of the Spanish people can be neagured
not in decades or even yeals but I[ust be measured. in months. Neu clashes
wj-11 prepare a general strike in Barcelona, or Madrld or one of the industrial
cities of Spain. This in tur.n would provoke a nation-wide genelal strike
and armed uprising. fhe history of Spatn has many examples, especi.ally
the i-onortal ones of the yorkers of Barcelona, I{ad.rid arrd Valencia in July,
19)6, as a reply to the trbecist conspiracy.

The death or retirenent of lbanco uould not alter the process. In
fact it night spead it up. Ttre accessi.on of the roya I heir-apparent to
the throne of Spa in r+ould be greeted by nirth among the workers and. peasants.
I'he monarchy can soLve nothing.

If there vele a stlong revoluti.onarJ, party in Spain it would be
possible to conceive of a revolution leaaling strai.ght to the Socialist
n:.Ie of the workers and. peasants. But under present conilitions it would
lead to a Tetulat of the bourgeois republic. However, as the illegal
workexs I connissions show, the rvorkers r juntas wo-rld appear aI1 over Spain
and perhaos also leasants t and etud.ents t. juntas. rrJhat then? ftre policies
of the vorkers I organisations, of the Cooaunist party, of the Socialist
Party, of the Anarchists and. the PqrM denonstrate that they have learned
nothing fron the bitter histoly of Spain anil of the r€asons for the vlctoryof trbanco lbscisn. By one of the ironi.ee of which history is full, th€
Comrunist Party which played the princiDle role in ensuring d.efeat is
pe1"heps the strongest organi-sati.on ln spaln. The socialists, the Anarchists
and the PoIIM will all re-appear on the scene. If it depend.s on the
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Iead.ership of these organisations we will have a repetition of the historyof the Rezublj,c ot l93l-39.

Eowever, the Coonunist Party in Spain has not been i-nmune fron the
lrocesses of decay vhich affect their brother parties " fhere are ru&ours
of dissension and. even splits uithin the xanl<s of the leadership. Eventsin Russla and. Easteral Eu.?ope, the sp1lt between China and hrssia, have
aroused echoesr even lf muffled, uithin their ranks. ftre fact that china
and Russia end the other states of Esstem Europe choose just this ti-me ofcrisis to increase friendly contacts and. trad.e with the trbanco regime Eust
leave doubtg and Busplcions in the minds of the already disturbed rank antlfile.

Ihese regines do not want revolution in Spain upsettin€ the
status quo in E\rro pe and. provokj-ng novenents among other secti.ons of the
Eu.ropean proletariat " ltris might avake echoes among their onn working
class and. upset the bureaucratic applecart.

Hor+ever, the proclanation of the Republic irould. usher in a neu
period of storm and. stress in Spain and. Er:rope. It would. affect also the
British wo.r'kers. A uhole serj-es of crises vould deveLop in Spain. With
their ner found freed.m, atrikea, alemonstrations and stmggles world be on
the orde! of the day. The new generation of uorkers, even the ad.vanced.
guard, have not had experience of these events. To the leadershilo of the
mass organj-sations the legsons of these events are a closed. book. However
in the struggle the workers ui11 1earai.. The advanced guard in the
Comunist Party w111 not tolerate a repeti.tion of the cri-nes of the !ast.
ttley u-ill spu.t. A new grouping basing itself on the ideas of I€nj.n anal
trotsky wi1l, ilevelop. They will find in the works of Trotslqf on Spai.n an
invaluable guiiie to the understand.ing of events as they derelop. Over a
few years the choice wil-I be revealed in all lts stark realityt either
the conquest of por.rer by the working class or the rl.se of a nen F?anco.

these letters of fxotsky lrhich ue a]e pub]ishing here are an
indication of the plocesses which vilI d.evelop and. give the necessary
u.irderstand.lng to the mJ,litant leaders of the vorking class if thef are to
be victorious.

TE3 EDITORIAI BO{RN.

,L.



d.iscussion on these questions had a semi-acadenic chalacter for certain
comrades and for certain STouos. But todayt these questions are the vely
incarnation of the str.rggle, of 1ife. Can we lelIn].t ourselves to be bound

hand and foot at so i-mlcrtant a hista"ical turrling point? Just as during
the sino-Russian conflict which threatened. to Let foose a war we could not
lose ourselves in discussions over uhether it was necessary to suppo"t the
Sorriet Union or Chiang Kai-Shek, so todayr face to face with the Spanish
events tre cannot even adnit an indj-rect responsibil-ity for the sectariant
seml-Bakuninist sucerstitions of certain 8?oups.

PROBLEMS OF THE SPANISH REVOLUTION

J:ur|e 24, I9))..

Unfortunately, I donrt have enough inforuation to know how the
various groups of the Spanish coromunists pose the political questions of
the atay. The analysis of the revolutionaly situation is, in such a caset
nore dr.fflcult than playing chess blindfolded. &t all questions there
xemain some poi.nts on rvhich I require ad.ditional elaboration.

The main part of my article concerning the dangers threatening the
Spanish revolution consists in proving that betueen the bourgeois
republican revolution of April of tnr"s year, and the proletarian revolution
to cone, there is no rocrn for a speci,al rrworkers and. peasantsrr revolution.r
Incidentally, I noted that this d.oes not nean that the party of the prolet-
ariat has to devote itself to the peaceful assembling of strength until
"the final and d.ecisrve conflictrr" Such a conception would be a phi-Iisti.ne
anti-xevolutlona4r one. while there cannot be either an inte:mediary
revolution or an intemediary regine, there can and r*ill be inte:mediary
trass actions, strikes, demonstrations, clashes with the police and the
troops, tunultuous revolutionary convulsions in whi-ch the comnunists wiLl
naturally be at the nost exposed f j"ghting points. liha t may be the
histori"cal neani.ng of those intermealiary fights? On the one hand, they
nay introaiuce deoocratic changes in the bourgeois republican regi-xoe. On
the other hand, they ,^,i11 prepare the masses to conquel poner in order to
create a prol-etarian regime.

ftre participation of the connunists in these fights, and especially
a lead.ing participation, denands frrom then not only a clear understanding
of the develolment of the revolutlon as a uhole, but also the capacity
to put forward at the right m@ent such Dartial. sharilr fighting slogans
that by themselves d.on8t derive from the 'rprogranndr, ':ut are d.ictated by
the circumstances of bhe d.ay and. lead the masses forwa rd..

- rirhe Spanish Revolution in Danger", June, 1931. Poineer Publishers. The
'r ernocrati.b dicTa1oisEip- of-T orkers and. peasanttyTr' as a state-fo:n
in between bourgeoie deurocracy and proletarian dictatorship, was a theory
tlien prornulgated by the Stalinists. - Ed..
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?he enormrnis rofe of the Bolshevik slogan ,,Down L,ith the ten
ca?ital-ist ninistel:s'r 1s well haor'rn " il: \)!1, at the tj$e of the coal"ition
betlreen the conciliators and the bour:teols liberals. ftl.e masses still
trusted the socialist conciiiato:'s br]l the most trustful masses always
have an instinctlve distr:Bt for tile bourgeoi-sie, for the exploiters and
for the capitalists, 0n this ,"rs s br:iit the Bolshevik tactic durj.ng that
specific period" lde dldnrt sa:f rrnol.rr.i wj.th the soclalist ninistersrrr we
did.nlt even advance the siogan "Iol.m with the ?rovi.s iona 1 Goverrrmenttt as
a fightinA slogan of the monent, but :nstead ue hannnered. on one and. the
sane point3 rrDown with the ten capitali-st ministers." ?hi-s slogan pl"ayed
an enormous role, because it gave the nasses the opportuLity to learal fron
their oun experiences that the capitalist n0inisters were closer and d-earer
to the conciliators than the lrorking masses.

Slogans of that type are the best fitted for the present stage of
the Spanish revolution. Ihe proietarien vanguard. 1s fu11y interested in
pushing the Spani-sh sociaLists to take ove, the vhoie poter. For that
purpose, it is necessary to split the coalition. The nexttask i.s ttre
fight for the expul sj-on of the bourgeois ninisters from the coalition.
The achievemerlt of this task in full or in part is conceivable only in
connection with important political events, unaler pressure of neu mass
movements, and so on. ['hus, in Ruesia, unaler the constant pressure of the
aasses, flrst Grchkov. Miliukov, then Prince trvov, were ousted from the
coalition government, lrhich $as then head.ed by (erens\r; the rnrmber of
rrsocielistsrr in the govern&ent roser and so on. After the arrival of Lenin,
the Bolshevik par4' did not solj-d.aTise itiself for one onent wlth Kerenslqf
and the conciiiators, b.rt it heLped the EAsses to push the bourgeoisie ant
of lower and to test the goverzucent of the conciliators j-n practlce. that
was an indislensable atage on the road of the Bolsherik movement to power.

Insofar as it is possible to see from far away, the elections to
the Cortes ,rill show an extreroe weakness of the rr:ghtist republlcans of
the Zamora and Maura typel and vi11 bring about an oveawlelming najori,ty of
petty bourgeois conciliators of di.fferent coLouration: .Radicals, Xadical-
Socialists and'tsociaLists.'r Notwi thstand.ing thisr we can expect alnost
wj.th cefi;ainty the socialists and. Radica 1-Socia lists to cling vith a11
their forces to theiT allles on the ri€tht" the slogan rrnown trith Zamora-
Maurarr is perfectty on the oraler of the day. trt is only neceesary to
rnake one thing clear: the comunl sts a:'e not agitating i.n favour of the
Lerr'oux ministqrr nor are they assuming any responsibility for the
{socialist mi[istIy, but at every given moment they d.eliver the strongest
blor against the most definite and consistent class enelDy, thereby weaken-
1ng thE conciliators and clearing the wa;' for the proletariat' The

conmunists say to the socialist wo?kers: 'tnifferJ-ng flom us, yo.r believe
your socialist leadersl thenr force them, at leastt to take the power. In
this we sha1l honestly help you" Afteruards, 1et us see by what happens
whi ch of us is right."

ire have approached this question in connection with the composition
of the Cortes. But other events, for instance repressions against the 
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massesr nay give an extreme acuteness to the stogan3 rrDown with Zanoora-

Maura. it 
-Ihe victory in that field, i'e', the resignation of Zamora'! 

-

would assume in this new stage almost the same lmportancet for the further
developm.ent of the revolutioi, as the resignation of Affonso in April' In
putting such sloga.ns forward., we must not Let ourselves be guided by doctrin-
ary atitractiot", t t by the state of consciousness of the massest ttreir vay

of: taking the events, ,nA the way they react to the various partial auccesses'

llhe bare cornter-ba ].ancing of thl preient r€gime with the slogan rrA plolet-
allan dictatorshipri or rtA workers -peasants "epublic" 

is in itself absolutely
insufficient for it will not catch on with the masses'

Inconnectionwiththisrthequestionagainrisesofsocial-fascisn'
This sil1y invention of the terribly leftist bureaucracy is presentl.Jr

beconing in Spain the Sreatest obstacle on the way to the revolutj'on' ..Ft
us turn-aga in to the Russlan experience. The }lenshevj'ks and the SRst then

holding tie power, led an imperialist varr defended the orrning class,
p""".*t"d the soldiers, the peasants anal the worke?s, made arrestst-lntro-
duced the alea th penalty, condoned the kl11ing of Bolsheviks, forcetl Ienin
into i11ega1 existence, kent tbe other Bolshevj-k leaders in- !r1-solt . 

spread
the most ignminious calu.mnies against thexo' etc" etc' AU that ls no'e
than enougf, to call them in 

"est;ospect 'r soci-a l-fa s cists .'r But theret
in L9l?, ihat uord d.j.d not exist at atl, which did not prevent the 3olsheviks'
as is ue1l lcro,rn, f!om coming to pover. Afte! the terrible persecution of
the Bolsheviks ln.Ju1y-August' the Solsherriks sat together with the 

-ir socia l-fa scigtsrr in ih" ioai." set up to fight against Korni'lov' In the
begiruling of Septenber' Lenin, frm ille6ality, proposed a conpronise to
ttre Russian ,rsocial-fascists,': tr3reak tl'ith the bourgeoisier take the pover,
and wer the Bolsheviks, shall peacefully fight for power within the Soviets'rl

If there ha d. been no d.ifference between the conciliators an'I the
Koralilovistsr the real 'rfascists't of that time, the stnrggle of the
Solsheviks jointly w-ith the conciliators against the Kornllovists would' not
have been possibll, uhereas that stnrggle played the greatest'role in the
developneni of the revolution, by throwing back the attack of the generals I

counte"-revofution antl by hefping the Bolsheviks to tear the nasses away ouce
and for all frcm the concil-iators.

It i3 precisely the nature of petty-bourgeois democracy to osci11ate
betlreen communism antl fascisn. During the revolution, these oscillations
become particularly acute" To regard Spanish soclalists as a Yariety of
fasci$0 means to abstain beforehand fr@ profiting by their inevitable
oscillations to the reft' to close off our way to the socialists an'I trad'e
unlon workers

As a conclusion to this letterr I shall note that the criticlse
and. the urma sking of Sparish anarcho sfndicalism is an extrernely inportant

:t Pr.esid.ent of the Provisional Government and then of the Republic,
rnr-35. - M"
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task, which cannot be lestxoted for a siilgle day. 'Ihe top Leaciers of
anarcho-synd icaliso relresent the mcs: tiasked, the most treacherous, and.
the most dangerous folarl .f ccncilia b.ionisn rgith and servility towards the
bourgeoisie. In its rank and file, ana rcl-ro-slmdi-ca 1:.sm contains large
potential revolutionary forces" O:r basic task here is the saxoe as in
regard to the socialists: op-.ose ihe rank and file to the tops. Ihis
task, however, oust be carefully ad.apted to the specific nature of the
sJmd.icalist organisation and. the specifi-c character of the anarchist x0ask.
I shall deal wlth thi-s in one of my next letters.

July 1st, 1!11.

1. f have before roe the local nelrspapex of July lst with the first
informat ion on the results of the Spanish elections. Indeed everything up
to now rigorously follows g ttplanned'r succession of events. The moveroent
tol,ard. the left took place as if,accord.ing to plan. Let us hope that our
Spanish cmrades will analyse the results of the elections with indispensable
precision, after gathering all the material. It is necessary to ascertain
hou the workersr and parti-cularly the anarcho-sfnd.ica lists ' voted. In
certain dlstricts, the answer must quite clearly d.erive from the electoral
statisti.cs. It is most irportantr of courser to Iearn hou the leasants in
the vari-or.s provinces voted. At the sane time, it is necessary to gather
atI the fagrari.an prog:raonesrr'^rtrich were oresented. by the various palties
in the various parts cf the comtry. fhis is a very urgent and. very
iaportant uork.

2. The socialists, as was to be expectedt appeer to have won a

gleat victory. This is the central monent of the parllamentary situation'
The socialist leaalers feel happy for not bei.ng the naiority in the Cortest
their coalition lrith the bourgeoisl-e consequently being justified by
parliamentary statistics. The socialists do not want to take the power'
ior they ;ust1y fear that a socialist government will only be a stage on the
road to the dictatorship of the lrgletariat. Fron Prietors speech it is
clear that the socialists intend to support the coalition so long as it is
thereby possible to hold back the proletariat' and then, when the pressure
of the- workers becones too strong, under some radical pretext, pass into
the opposition, leavj.ng it to the bo]rgeoj-sie to disciptine and cmsh the
workers. In other words, we have before us a variation of the line of
Ebert and Tseretelli. tr€t us remeober that the line of Ebert was success-
ful, that Tseretellirs poticy failed, while the decisive factor in both
case" *us the strerJgth of the Communist Party, and its poli-ci' '

3" i{e must immediately expose the plan of the socialists (their
political game of playing to lose), unmasking them on each particular
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question. This, of course, concerns in the first place the Spanish I€ft
Opposition. But unrna sking alone is not enough" A clear political slogant
cirresponding to the charaiter ci' the present stage of the Spani.sh revoluti'ont
is necessaryl The results of t]-re eiections nake the slogan abso}utely
clear: Ihe workers mu6t break the bloc with the bourgeoisie and force the
socialists to take the polrer. The pessants must help tbe Horkers, if they
want to obtain the land.

4" The socialists will appeal to the fact that they doart have
the majority in the Cortes. OuJ ansver to that: genuinely d.enocratic.
elections to the cortes on the basis of a truly universal and equal suffla8e
for men and wonen from elghteen years ofage" In other wordsr to tbe non-
democrati-c, falsified. Cortes, ue oppose in this given stage a truly popular,
truly d.emocratic, honestly elected Cortes.

5. If the conmunlsts' in this 8"iven stage, would tural thej-r backs
to the cortes, opposing to it the slogan of the soviets and the dictatorship
of the proletariat, they would only d'emonstrate that they cannot be taken
seriously. There probably is not a slngle cm.munist in the cortes (this
is the infor ation g'iven ty ttre lUrkish telegrams). Of courser the
revolutionary wing is always stronger in deeclsT in the struggle, than in
parliamentary representation. But sti11' betveen the strength of the
revolution8ry party and its representation in parliament' there is a certain
relation. The wealcness of Spanish connunisn is fuI1y disclosed. Under
these cond.itionsr to speak of the overthrow of bourgeois parllamentarism by
the dictatorship of the proletariat would sinply mean to play the part of
inbeciles and balbters. T}le task is to gethe! strength for the party on
the basis of the parlianentarJr stage of the revolution by ra J'lying the
masses to us. Only thus can pa rl iamenta risra be overcome. But precisely
for that purpose i-t is indispensable to develop a fierce agitation unaler
the most decisive and. extreme democratic slogans.

6. llhat shoulal be the crj.teria for the launchlng of the slogans?
On the one hand., the gener:al d.i,recti.on of the revolutlonary developrro.entl
deterrining our strategic line; on the other hand.r the stage of congcious-
ness of the masses. ftre colmunist who does not take the latter factor into
consideration will break his head. I€t us med.i-tate s littIe on the uay
in which the Spanj.sh workers -@. take the present li,ne-up. [heir
Ieaders, the socialists, have the pover. This increases the demands anal
the tenacity of the uorkers. Every striker will figure that the Goverrr-
nent not only is not to be fearedr but that on the contraly help lnust be
expected. frcn it. lhe conmuni st oust direct the thoughts of the lrorkets
precisely on that path! 'tDenand. frm the govertment. It is your leaderg
that are in it.rr I'he sociafists will appeall in reply to the workers t

d.elega,tions, that they do not have the najority yet. Ttre answer is
clear. With a truly d.emocratic electoral right and the split in the
coalltion with the bourgeoisie, the majorlty is assured.. Ett this is lrha t
the socialists aio not uant. Their situation places then in contradiction
with the slogans of thoroughgoing democracy. If we sinlly oppose to the
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Cortes tho diotatorship of th6 proleteriat, o! the soviets, u6 weLd the
uorkers with the sociaflsts, for both will say: The Communists want to
command us. Whereas under the slogan of d.enocracy and of split between
the socialists and the bourgeoisie, ve push a wedge between the lrorkers
and the socialists and. prepare the next stage of the revolution.

?. A11 the above reasoning uould. hang in the air if we lijnited.
oursefves only to democratic slogans and their parliamentary refraction.
There carmot even be talk of such li-nitation. The comurdsts participate
in all the strikes, in all protests and d.enongtrat ions, raising ever neu
str€ta of the population. fhe c@munistg are in the battle with and in
front of the masses" tln the basis of these battles the coortunists put
forr,rard. the slogan of the soviets, and., at the first oppbrtun'j.ty, build.
sorrietBr as the organlsat ons of the letarian united front. In the1
g"iven stager the soviets carurot be Arlything large. hrt if they energe as
the conbat organisatlons of the proletarlan united. front, under the leader-
ship of the co@nrrists, they w111 inevitably tranaf,gru thenselves at a
certain staSe into olgans of insulrection anal then t to orprl." of power"

8, While audaciously presenting otrr ag?a"ian programrq xe must by
no means forget about the lndependent role of the agricul-tural woxkers.
This is the nain and basic piston of the proletarian revolution in the
rrrrs L di-stricts. The vorkerg have an alLiance wi,th the peasants, while
the agricultural workers are a part or' the proletarlat itseif. This deep
d.lfference must always be borare in nind.

9.' I learn from the Verite that the Stalinists accuse either the
l€f t Opposition en na o! ne alone, of the fsct that ve allegedly are
opposed to the immediate confi-scation of the landlords t estates. It can
never be foreseen, indeed.r in what d.ixectj-on the bureaucratic denaSogues
will turr this time. What does the 'riJomed.iaterr confiscation of the ]and
nean? By who? 3y rrhat organisations? The j.ninitable Peri, it is truet
assertad already j,n April that the Spanish peasants were creating sovietst
and that evelJr vorker folloved the comnunists. We, of courser.are for the
inmediate taking over bJa the soviets (or unions, or committees ) of the
tanaloras, estates. But it is still necessary to arouse the peasants. And

for that it i-s necessary to tear the workers away frorn the influence of the
socialists. Ore sannot be done lrithout the other.

0r nayle the Stalinists want to say that we are protecting the
landlords I properby? .But even iD. ca lumr\y there has to be sone loglc.
IIow can the d.efence of ihe landlords I property be derived frcm the position
of pemanent revolution? I€t them try to explain that to us.

t,Ie, on our sider shall reca11 that when the Stalinists in China
pu"suetl the po)-icy of the bloc of four classes, the Politburo, under Stalinrs
lead.ershipr sent a telegram to the Central C@ittee of the Chinese
Conmunist Party, demantU-ng that the peasants t novenent be he1d. back, in
order not to repef the rtrevolutionary Senerals.rr In the agzerian progranme,
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Stalin and lilototov i.ncluded a sra}l liroitation: the confiscation of land-
1ord.s I estales, except those of the officers. And as all the landlords'
th€ir sons and nephet*'s errtered. Chiang IGi-shek 1s arro;r, [revoluti-onaryrr
offi-cershlp becar. thu j-nsurance of landlord's q property. This shameful
chapter in the historTr of StaliList leadership carmot- be crossed out' At
that ti-me, the Opposition found. a copy of the tetegram in the ninutes of
the ?olitburo, and d.isclosed arld stignatised this i8xr@inious treason to the
agrarian revolution. Now, these gentleoen attenpt to throw on us in spain
the erime lrhich they themselves coEnitted in China. But nol nou the
@position has its iections in alnoost every country, and 1t will not Iet lies
and filth be spread on it unpunished. In the living experience of the
Spanish revolutlon the Left Opposition wiLl clear up aII the basic problens
and will make a gigantic step foryard. It is not in vain that revolution
is the Locorootlve of history,

THE ROLE OF STRIKES IN A REVOLUTION

August 2nd' 1931.

The purpose of this letter is to exchange our views on the occasion
of the tunul tuous strike movernent in Spain. In my second pamphlet on the
Spanish revolutionr I indrcated in detail one of the posiliUlq perspectives:
the revolutlonary novenent develops 'riolently without the correct lead.er-
ship arld concludes in an explosion which the counter-revolutionary forces
may exploit in old.er to smash the proletariat. As polnted out in the
Danphlet, this persDective does not, of courser mean that the role of the
conrounists should be to hold back the revolutionary movenent. I d.o not
d.oubt that in this respect we ui,11 have no differences, but I rvould like to
analyse this question nore thoroughly because it may becone of great pract-
ical importance.

First of aI1, it j-s necessary to make clear that this violent
elemental ou tburst of strlkes is the inevitable outcone of the characte!
of the revolution itself, being i-n a certain 6ense its basis. f'he over-
whelmi"ng najority of the Spanish proletariat does not hxol., }{hat organisation
neans, nuring the time the dictatorship lasted.r a new generation of
workers grew up, which is lacking in ind.epend.ent political experience. [he
revolution argakens - and in this lies its force - the most backvrarcl, down-
trod.d.en, the nost opplessed. totling masses. The strike is the fors of
their awakening. By means of the strike, variols strata and groups of the
proletariat xaanifest themselves, si-gnal to each other, velify their our
strength and the strength of their foe. One layer infects and. avakens the
other. AII this together makes the present strike vave absolutely inevlt-
able. Least of all do the comrounists have to be afraid of it, for this is
the very exlTession of the creative force of the revolution. Only through
these strikes, with all their nistakes, with all their 'rexcesses" and.
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rrexaggere tions'r, d.oes the proletarlat rise to its feet, assemble itseLf in
one unit, begin to feel and to conceive itself as a class, as a l-iving
historial force. Never have revolutions d.eveloped. under a conductorts
stick. Excesses, mistakes, sacrifices are the very nature of any revolution.

Ead the Comrunist Party to1d. the workers: "I am sti11 too weak to
8uid.e you, therefore, wait a little, donrt press too much, d.onrt start the
fight by striking, glve ne a chance to becone st?ongerrr, the party would
have nade itself hopelessly ridiculous, the ar.rakening masses would have
stepped over it, and instead of becoming stronger, the party would have
only weakened.

Even if you have foreseen correctly a historical danger, this does
not xoean that you may elininate it by mere leasoni-ng. The danger can be
removed only if you :rossess the necessary strength, But in order to be
such a force, the Comnunj,st Party must enter whole-heartedly into the Erera
of the developing rrel-enentalr' or seni-elemental strike noveEent, not in
order to hold it back, but in order to learn to direct it, and in the very
process of the stIlggle, acquire authority and strength.

It would be a nistake to think that the present movement was provoked.
by the anarcho-syndica lis ts. ?he latter. are thernselves under the ind.omitabLe
pressure fron befolr. The leading group of the syndicalj,st nucleus Lrould
Iike to slow up the movement.Individuals like Pestana are ce"tainly negotiating
behind. the stage with the employers and adainistration about the best means
of liquidating the stTikes. Too.orror.r, many of these gentler0en will prove
to be the execirti-oners of the workers and, while shooting then, as the
Russian Mensherriks did; will preach apinst the "intoxication of strike",
and. so on.

One cannot doubt that along this line wj.Il grow the differentiation
anong the anarcho-synd.i ca lists. The nost revolutiona"y wingr the further
it goes, will find itself ever nore in contradiction with the s)'ndico-
reforuists. trbom out of this left w-ing will inevltably surge up putchists,
heroic ad.venturists, individuel terrorists and others.

Needless to say, we cannot encourage any kind of adventurism. But
we must j-n ad.vance be certain that not the riSht wing which conbats the
strikes, but the left levolutionary s;md.icalist wing; will come closer to
us. It will be all the nore easy to overcone all kinds of adventurist
elements, the sooner the revolutionary sJmdicalists are convinced that the
conmunists are fighters - not rationalisers.

The official (Coomunist ) oarty is being accused of an adventuristic
policy in the fj-e1al of strikes. I personally cannot judge in the matter
due to ny lack of information. Tihe generat attitude of the party in the
prerious !eriod., however, leads one to think that this charge is probably
justified. But preci-sely for that reason there is a danger that having
burnt its fingers the Darty may abrrrptly tura to the right. Ttre 8?eatest
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nisfoltune would be if the working nasses would come to the conclusion that
the ccmunistsr just as the syndicalists of the type of Pestanar would like
to instruct then 

- 
aiogna tica 1Iy, from the top downward, and not to rise u-ith

then from the bottoB upwards.
Sunnarisin€: The d.anger of June d.ays* rema ins uithout any tloubt

the g?avest in the perspectivee but the most i-nlnediate danger for the
coneunists nay becone abBtract arguing "trying to appear intelligent't,
abstract coaxingr which revolutionary workers wi-l] regard. as pessinistj'c
croaking.

The Left Opposition rust not forget for a single monent that
dangers which arise from the developrnent of the revolution should be over-
c@e not by watchful cauti-on but by audaci-ty, audacity, and. more audacity.

FROM A LETTER TO ANDRES NIN**
Sept ember Ist, 1931.

I,,laurin*rtt has issued. the sloganl 'rA11 pover to the proletariatr.
I think you ale quite right in poi-nting out that he hEs chosen slogans of
this sort in order to provide himself with a bridge to the syndlcalists
and to lend. himself the appearance of greater strength than he actually
poasesses. Unfortuna te ly, the chase after appearances is very strong in
politics, and. very dlsastrous in revolutionary politics. I ask qyself -
at times - why ar€ there no Soviets in Spain? Wha t iB the cause of this?

ON THE SLOGAN OF SOVIETS
In a forner letter, I expreseed. seve:ral id.eals in this connection.

I have d.eveloped these much more anply in an article I sent you on workerg I
control in Germany" It appears that the slogan of rrjuntasu is associated.
in the minds of the Spanish vorkers rrr.th the slogan of Sovietst and for
this reason it seems too sharp, too decisive, too rrRr-rssiantr to then. fhat
is to say, they look at it in a different light than did the Russian workers
at a corxesponding stage" Are we not confronted here uj"th a historical
paradox in that the existence of Soviets in the USSR acts to paralyze the
creation of Soriets in otheT revolutions4tr countries?
tA d.elj,berate provocation to brlng the workers j-nto the streets in order
to shoot then d.olm i derived. fron the bloodletting of June in the
trbench Revolution of 181+8. - &I.

,EEl,Iin vas a well-knor.rn Spanish revolutionist, for many years a close co1l-
aborator, and personal friend of Trotslry. IIe later broke with the
frotslryist noveoent in order to organise a centrist party, the PoIJM,
together with Maurin. Ee was murd.ered. in Spa in by Stalints GPU during
the Civil War. - ErI.

*ttsee letter of June 18, 1931.



This questlon trust be given the utmost attention in lrivate conver-
sations with workers in the different parts of the country. "A-t arqy eventt
if the slogan of Soviets (juntas) faiis as yet to meet with reslonse, then
we must concentrate on the slogan of factory comittees. I dealt L,ith tlris
topic in the above mentioned article on workersi control. on the basis of
factory conmittees we can develop the Soriet organisatj-on without referring
to then by naroe.

On the question of workerg ! control, you are in my opinion absolutely
correct i to renounce workets! control merely because the reformi-sts are for
it - in ]rrord.s - worlld be an enontrous stupidity. Ot the contrary' it is
precisely for this reason that we should seize upon this slogan all the xaore
-agerly ind compel the refornist vrorkers to put it into p:.actice by raeans of
a unitea fTont wi-th us; and on the basis of this experience to push thex0

into opposition to Cabel"lero and other fakers.

vle succeed.ed i-n creating soviets in Russia only because the demand for
them was raised., together with us, by the Mensheviks and the Social-Revolutlon-
aries, although, to te sure, they had d'ifferent alms in mind'' We carmot

create arly soviets in spain precisely because neither the socialists nor the
syndicalists want soviets, This means that the united. front and" the organ-
i"sational unj,ty with the n1aiority of the workj-ng class cBnnot be created lnder
this slogan.

But here is Caballelo himself, forced to it by the pressure of the
nasses, seizing upon the slogan of workers I control and thereby opening wide

the doors for ihe united. front policy and to forging an organ'isation that
embraces the majority of the working class. We xoust seize hold of thls with
both hands. certainly, caballero will try to transforn workers I control
into the control of thi capitalists over the workers. But that question
already pertains to another donain, that of the relationship of forces
wtthin the worklng cl-ass. If we succeed in creatlng factoly cotru0ittees all
oru" tfr. country, then in this revolutionary epoch that we are witnessing'
Messrs. Caballero and Co' will have lost the d.ecisive battle'
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